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St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA)

www.stmarklutheran.org
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

PASTOR’S PONDERI NGS:

| officially have 100 friends ¢ facebookvw FNA Sy Ra s> GKI G A&a® { K2 dzf |
Naming friends is easier than naming blessings. Blessings can be disguised and go unnamed for
decades. And, of course, friends can be blessings, and so, easily named for who they are and how

they interact with us.

We entered the Easter Season together on 4/24, finding the tomb empty, celebrating the joys of
recognizing and knowing the risen Savior, Jesus, our truest friend, who never fails us and who

always encourages and challenges us in meaningful ways, whether we like it or not.

As students graduate and move on to new towns, new jobs, new education programs, new

friends and relationships, or spend time seeking something new in which to apply their skills and
knowledge, the constancy comes in the form and function of faith. (architects are smiling) A

symbol of our faithisthecrossZT | &KF LIS GKFG A& I Of SIF NJ NB)
redemption that is based in pure love. Out of love, God came down to be among us and teach us

the new commandment to love as Christ loves; to see one another as a friend and act that way.

This is most certainly a meaningful challenge for which we need encouragement along the way.

As the Confirmands enter a new phase of congregational life, having affirmed their baptism, may
they continue to nurture their faith with cross-centered lives, knowing and relying on their closest

and truest friend, our savior Jesus.

With joy and thanksgiving, Pastor Sandy
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ST. MARK STAFF: St. Mark Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark Church
Pastor: SandraJ. Wisco: Director/Teacher: Jill Carey
pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org Teachers (by seniority)

Director of Music Ministry: Kristi Van Doorn: Jackie Thomsen

kristi@vandoorn.us Anne Lindberg

Office Manager: Liz Hart: office@stmarklutheran.org Joann Dalton

The office isopen M-F 8:30 AM ¢ 1:30 PM Amo Gunsallus

To receive this newsletter via email, send your request

Sexton: Kenny Layne
to office@stmarklutheran.org.



BIRTHDAYS: May

Gerry Schreeck 5/1 Brian Boland 5/27
Nicholas Southwell 5/7 Rebecca Boland 5/27
Michael Basile 5/9 Katherine Childers ~ 5/27
Natalie Marbury 5/12 Frank Carey 5/28
Mary Jo Rajek 5/13 Aidan Carter 5/28
Rachel Hellinger 5/15 Duane Osheim 5/28
Amanda Nelson 5/15 ) .

Gabriel Giacalone 5/16 Nicole McCormick 5/30
Paul Hecmanczuk 5/16 Olsen Horton 5/31
Maggie Southwell 5/17 Samuel Tobey 5/31
Marianne Jensen 5/18

Charlie Shepherd 5/18

Ginger Marcinko 5/20

Christian Louie 5/21

Thomas Teisberg 5/21

Mark Giesecke 5/22

Marco Escobar 5/24

Kay Van Skiver 5/26

Katie Wisbauer 5/26

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Importoant )
DATES /777,

May 2" - Final Grief GroupMeeting - Library 7:00 pm
May 5", 12", 19", 26" - ACTChristian Education Library- 7:00 pm
(Large group session at Grace Lutheran Church in WaynesbdrorOMay 21)
May 6th-Me n’ s B rHiltankGardesn thn Pantops Mountain @ 7:30 am
May 10" - WELCACircle - 9:30 in parking lotfor trip to Crozet
May 4 & 11- Choir 760 PM
May 10" - Mission Council Meeting 7:00 PMLibrary
May 23rd- Book Club 7:3®@Min Student Room
May 27" - Preschool Program11:15- Sanctuary

May 31* - Preschool Program11:15- Sanctuary
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING:

March 13th, 2011 April 3rd, 2011

Holy Communion 104 Holy Communion 114
Offerings S 3,673.00 Offerings $6,346.00
March 20th, 2011 April 10", 2011

Holy Communion 131 Holy Communion 101
Offerings $6,134.00 Offerings $4,111.00
March 27th, 2011 April 17", 2011

Holy Communion 108 Holy Communion 138
Offerings $ 3,406.00 Offerings $2,906.00

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS: Celebrating the season of Easter.

Alleluia, Christ is Risen. He is risen, indeed, Alleluia!

May Bible readings come from John chapters 10, 14, & 20 and LK 24. The first readings are from ACTS chapters 2,
7 & 17. (not in this order)

We rejoice over the return of the Alleluias and the brightness of the white paraments and the beauty of the
banners.

In May, our worship experiences include:

Y awelcome to The Rev. Neal Halvorson-Taylor on May 1% when Pastor Sandy travels with the Confirmation

Class to the National Cathedral and again on May 15" when Pastor Sandy is leading worship with the St.

Mark people attending the congregational camping trip.

a baptism on May 8™ Justin Humphrey, the grandson of Clairiece and Tony.

the High School youth lead worship on May gt

the Confirmation of 10 youth who are affirming their baptism on May 22™ following their two years of

preparation.

9 celebrating graduates of UVa who have been worshipping with our congregation or a part of the Lutheran
Student Movement (LSM) ministry.

= =4

Note: June 12" is Pentecost (color of the day is red) and we will worship outdoors at Pen Park with a pot luck
picnic to follow. Mark your calendar for a fabulous fun fete of fire (the Holy Spirit kind of fire).




PRESCHOOL:

May marks the end of our year at school. We have many fun activities associated with our
farm field trip.

May also brings a lot of nature studies. We have an incubator in our hallway which will, we
hope, bring live chicks out of their shells. Caterpillars will be arriving in late April and we hope to see
them change to Painted Lady butterflies.

The preschool still has openings in the 2 %- year and 3-year programs. There are a few
openings in the 4-year program as well. Tell your friends please.

We are so grateful to Paul Seehaver for working on the preschool gate and for all the work he
has done over the school year.

Ca

- Jill Carey

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:

1 Mark your calendars: Power in the Spirit is July 14th-16th-2011. Walt Wangerin will be the
speaker and the theme is "Telling the Story". The event is held at Roanoke College and very
uplifting! Please plan to attend.

CONFIRMATION:

1 The students who choose to be Confirmed in the Lutheran tradition will celebrate the Rite of
Confirmation on May 22”d, 2011. Since Pentecost is in mid June, we decided to celebrate earlier.
Anne Lindberg and Pastor Sandy are completing the two year study with the 10 students.




YOUTH CREW:

i May 8" the teens will lead the Sunday worship service.

9 Relay for Life walk in June: The youth will again be forming a team to participate in the American Cancer
Society event, Relay for Life. June 4/5.

¢1 ! bY  /KEEPAN{TOUCH:

- Many thanks for all the wonderful cookies given to LSM this year.

Bram Lipman and the LSM Students

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS:

9 There will be a brief congregational meeting to elect delegates to Synod Assembly on May 22
after the service. Tom Hecmanczuk and Laurel McClurken have been nominated as delegates.
Gene McClurken has been nominated as an alternate. Additionally, we will look for one more

nomination for an alternate from the floor. Pat Dwiggins
9 A wonderful visit Marta, Anneli and Karoline Hasz, will be in church on Sunday, June 19" They
gAtft 0SS Ay | OPMIIS TNR YaldWdey SF2Mi0 | wWIAE IR G2

playground and preschool patio for adults and kids. See Sara Bon Harper for details.

| FELLOWSHIP:

1 aSy Qa . WNibrhedt dnlfriddy, May 6th at 7:30 AM at Hilton Garden Inn in Pantops.

i WELCA Circle 1: WELCA Circle 1 will meet the second Tuesday, May 10th. We will be visiting the
Monastery of Our Lady of the Angels near Crozet, VA. We will meet at St. Mark parking lot at 9:30
AM and carpool. The Trappistine nuns who live in this peaceful setting follow the contemplative
life of silence, solitude and service. They combine prayer with work as they produce delicious
Gouda cheese. The Monastery's 11 sisters of the Cistercian Order produce about 21,000 Ibs. of
cheese a year. A food editor at the Washington Post discovered their "artisanal cheese" which led
to a thriving mail order list. Their "work day" begins at 3:00 AM. The cheese making area is not
open to the public. When the tower's bells ring, the Sisters gather throughout the day for
scheduled periods of prayer, called the Liturgy of the Hours. Visitors are welcome either to
purchase cheese or to visit the monastery chapel. Cheese sells from 9-11 AM and 2-4 PM daily
except Sundays and Thursdays. All women are welcome to our gathering. Contact Ann Charlton
at avcl38@aol.com or 973-5482 with questions. We would love for you to gather with us as we
visit the 507 acre property purchased by the Roman Catholic religious community.

 Women's Book Club: The women will meet on May 23 at 7:30 in the student room to discuss

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen. This book has just been made into a movie starring Reese
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Witherspoon. It is a story of a young man's life with a small traveling circus. Get the book, read it,
come and discuss it with us and then check out the movie. All women of the church are welcome.
Please come.

el wt
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2011 UNIVERSITY GRADUATES

LILLY FROST , a familiar face at St. Mark and co-president of LSM this past year, will be graduating in May from
UVA. Lilly is earning a Bachelor of Arts in Political & Social Thought and Foreign Affairs, and she plans to remain at
UVA for one more year to earn a Master of Public Policy at the Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public

t 2f A0 [ Af f & (FAis 28 ERRLANS, harbttedaye VA 22903 Hed permanent address is 7657
Forbes Road, Gloucester, VA 23061. You may e-mail her at Icf2n@Uvirginia.edu.

CAROLINE PETTERS, co-president of LSM this year, will be graduating from UVA on May 22" She will receive a
Bachelor of Arts degree in History and Spanish, and she plans to attend graduate school at New York University in
pursuit of a Master of Arts degree in Teaching a Foreign Language and TESOL, allgrades. / I N2 f Ay SQa |
(home) address is 206 Hilton Terrace, Newport News, VA 23601. Her e-mail address is cqpetters@gmail.com.

RACHEL HELLINGER, a member of St. Mark, will graduate on May 14" from Lynchburg College with a BA in

9f SYSY Ul NBE 9RdzOFGA2Yyd® {KS A& 2y (GKS 5SlyQa [Aaldz
degreeA Y 9 RdzOl U A #hyfl eddressisthdliKgSrfr@@derfs.lynchburg.edu. Her permanent address is
1841 Ruritan Lake Road, Scottsville, VA 24590.

OLSEN HORTON, whose permanent residence is 962 Red Crest Lane, Earlysville, VA 22936, is a member of St.

Mark. He will be graduating from Virginia Tech on May 13" with a degree in chemical engineering. Olsen is on

0KS 5SFyQa [Aad Fd ¢SOKXIZ | YR K ht&lembatzin aNdk of bHottoyfate inl NI
biomedical engineering.

ELIZABETH MILLIGAN, also a St. Mark member, will graduate on May 20" from George Mason University with a

| OKSt 2NJ 2F CAYS I NIlla Ay Drhallddiffess ® entnSr8szmbikcondzied y S & & @
permanent address is 2465 Williston Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22901. After graduation, Elizabeth will be looking
for ajob.

ELIZABETH STEPHENSON, another member of St. Mark, will be graduating from Radford University on May 7"
gAGK GKS RSINBS 27F . I OKSt 2riNidadiEss i§ EDteShgn@Badfdrd/edua idedt A O @
permanent address is 59 Stag Drive, Ruckersville, VA 22968. Followinga NJ Rdzl 1 A2y > aKS gAff

ALSO OF NOTE:
DEREK KING has received a fellowship from the University of Virginia to study in Indonesia this summer. 5 S NB 1 Q
permanent address is 106 Maywood Lane, Apt. B, Charlottesville, VA,
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ELCA NEWS:

CELEBRATING THE 10" ANNIVERSARY OF FULL COMMUNION RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ELCA, THE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, THE ELCCANADA AND THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA.

The church leaders, representing the ELCA, The Episcopal Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada and the Anglican Church of Canada, made the statement that the churches will each celebrate
the 10th anniversary of their full communion relationships in simultaneous worship services May 1 in the
Buffalo, N.Y. and Fort Erie, Ontario. [Bishop Mark] Hanson will preside at a celebratory worship service at
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo.

"Ten years ago, when Lutherans and Anglicans in Canada and in the United States embarked on
journeys of full communion with one another, we pledged our commitment to unity in Christ for the sake
of the mission of Christ's church," the bishops wrote. "On this anniversary, we rejoice and give thanks for
those places of cooperation and ministry that our agreements have enabled."

The church leaders said they chose "a place near the border between our countries to celebrate our
historic agreements, to provide a unified witness to the saving grace of our Lord Jesus, to share our
commitment for renewal in Christ's Church and God's creation, and to serve our neighbor in need."

"As we continue this journey, we call upon our pastors, bishops, and denominational and
congregational leaders to active engagement in God's mission and an increase in their capacity for
multiplying ministry in the world," the leaders said.

¢tKS fSIRSNE OKIFffSyaSR GKSANI O2yaANBIIdA2ya 0¢
sustainable, compassionate economy; to work for environmental justice and policies to reduce
consumption of energy; to help neighbors in need; and to work together on issues related to poverty and
economic justice. The bishops also said they "continue to advocate for comprehensive immigration
reform." Selection made from http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-
Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4754

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSH RESPONDING TO SPRING STORMS:

Severe storms have caused major damage in many parts of the United States this spring. In areas of
Minnesota and North Dakota, overland flooding of farm fields and rural roads has exceeded past records.
Elsewhere, particularly across the south, tornadoes and heavy rain have devastated a number of

communities.

But in this Easter season, we are reminded of hope and new life. It is with this hope that the ELCA leans
forward in response to disaster-affected places, helping our sisters and brothers in need. ELCA Disaster
Response is supporting communities overwhelmed by rising waters and leveled by destructive winds.

Our church is reaching out to the survivors of these devastating storms and assessing the needs - working
together for as long as it takes.

Your help is needed today to bring immediate relief and ongoing support to communities affected by
1KSaS RA&lIaAGSNEROD DATGA RS&aA3IAyl §SR G 2100%-tdHelp C:
disaster survivors clean-up, rebuild and recover. Donations given to the undesignated fund help to

respond immediately and effectively where it is needed most. Because of your generous offerings of

prayer and financial support, the ELCA walks alongside disaster survivors on their long road to recovery.

Thank you! Yes, | want to help! Give through your congregation or send your check directly to: ELCA Disaster
Response, 39330 Treasury Center, Chicago IL 60694-9300 - NA 1S a! ®{ ® Cf 22Ra¢ a! o{ «
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COMMUNITY NEWS/CAMPS:

Family Camp at Caroline Furnace!
Join us JULY 10-15, 2011 for a week of Family Camp.

Family Camp is a special week of intergenerational summer camp. Each Family group is housed
together in a cabin or a sukkah and the cost is $185 per person (4 and under are free) with a
maximum cost of $740. That means you can enjoy a week of family camp with up to 12
persons* for at most $740. It's a bargain!

YOU get to choose who you consider family (friends included).

Please contact us if you have any questions about this summer's Family Camp.

Thank you for considering spending a week with us this summer. | look forward to seeing
you this summer!

Vikki Shelor
Where:
Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp When:
2239 Camp Roosevelt Road Sunday July 10, 2011 at 4:00 PM EDT
Fort Valley, VA 22652 -to-
Contact vshelor@carolinefurnace.org Friday July 15, 2011 at 4:00 PM EDT
540-933-6266

Second Annual Faith Community Symposium
Hosted by Hospice of the Piedmont
Thursday, May 5, 2011
Meadows Presbyterian Church, 2200 Angus Road, Charlottesville
For the convenience of attendees, the program is offered twice:
8:30 am to Noon OR 5:15 pm to 8:30 pm (register for one)
Light refreshments will be served.
G{ LIANRKGdzI-6fhR 4 & SI Yy RNBY R
Hospice of the Piedmont staff, area chaplains, and local clergy will share their expertise, in concert with
material provided by the Hospice Foundation of America and the Foundation for End-of-Life Care. The
Symposium is appropriate for clergy, parish nurses, lay leaders, chaplains, health care providers, and
counselors in the communities served by Hospice of the Piedmont (Charlottesville city and the counties
of Albemarle, Augusta, Buckingham, Fluvanna, Greene, Louisa, Madison, Nelson, and Orange).
Continuing education credits are available for interested attendees for a small fee. All faith tradi-tions are
welcome. Thanks to the support of the sponsor, Home Instead Senior Care, attendance is free and
opportunities to attend a series of follow-up, in-depth webinars will also be made available to symposium
attendees, at no cost.
Registration is required. Call (434) 817-6900 or visit the website www.hopva.org.



mailto:info@carolinefurnace.org

SOCIAL MINISTRY:

/MS@» /)\\

9 Social Ministry/Action Committee
Invites you to a Wine Tasting Fundraiser for PACEM/The Haven

St. Mark member and wine professional Rich Leahy and his new wine store, Wine Made Simple (in the
Townside Center on Ivy Road next to Shenandoah Joe's), are sponsoring a professionally guided tour of 3
area wineries on Sunday May 1st. Bring your own lunch and chilled water. Enjoy tasting fine Virginia
wines while Rich tells us about growing grapes and making wine in Virginia, and relax and unwind with
fellow parishioners while enjoying spring in the countryside. There will be a limousine fee (Wahooptie) of
around $30, and a suggested minimum donation to PACEM and The Haven of $15/person. Wineries will
also charge around $5/person for the tasting. RSVP to Rich at vawineman@gmail.com. Friday 4/29 4PM is
deadline to reserve or cancel.

9 Mission Trip to Southwest Virginia with Peace Lutheran: July 10-16, 2011 - $350.00 total.
Contact Barbara Price at baceprice@aol.com or 434-964-1596. Registration deadline is June 1,
2011. Information packets are on the round table in the narthex. We hope this will make it
possible to include an opportunity for parents and youth (ages 16+) to participate in this mission
taking skills in carpentry, visiting and in fellowship with people in very dire living conditions, and
adding our skills where needed. If we cannot stay for the full week, we could contribute what
GAYS 6S KI@S | @l AflrofSo I G 2WRISNIF dzf g | &

T IMPACT Nehemiah Action Meeting: The IMPACT Nehemiah Action Meeting was held March 28
2011, at University Hall. A total of 1502 people attended, including 27 from St. Mark. Mr. Robert
Johnson of Region Ten Services, and City Councilors and Supervisors attended (Huja, Szakos,
Dorrier) or responded to requests for commitments to address issues with transition services and
housing for people with mental illness. Mr. Johnson committed to developing the Healthy
Transitions Program, which would provide medication and necessary mental health services to
people released from correctional facilities during the 2-3 month period before other support, e.g.
Medicaid benefits can be obtained. The City and County were asked to share the estimated
$85,000 cost. The Councilors and Supervisors were also asked to support development of a
proposal for housing people with mental iliness as part of the upcoming comprehensive planning
process. All of the Councilors and Supervisors present supported the former proposal, but there
were alternative suggestions on the latter. There will be a report on progress toward the Healthy
Transitions Program at the IMPACT Assembly in the fall.
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS:

Ministry Group
Adult Education
Child/Youth Education
Youth
Property
Finance
Congregational Care
Congregational Life*
Social Concerns
Worship & Music
Preschool
Campus Ministry
Mutual Ministry
Audit
Stewardship*
Evangelism*
Memorials
Long Range Planning*

Chair
Bill Roberts/Mike Viise
Gene McClurken/Tony Marbury
Joby Giacolone
Paul Seehaver
Arnold Jensen
Laurel McClurken

Rich Leahy
Kristi Van Doorn
Jill Carey
Pastor Sandy
Sara Bon Harper

Karen Schmidt

Council Liaison
Karen Schmidt
Kara McClurken
Joby Giacolone
Paul Shepherd
Tom Teisberg
Laurene Nelson
Jeff Carter
Laura Lee
Laurene Nelson
Jack Milligan
Paul Shepherd
Ann Charlton
Pat Dwiggins
Jack Milligan

Karen Schmidt

The newly formed Property Committee is working on matters related to lawn care and care of the plants
and trees around the property. We will be purchasing a lawn mower and encourage anyone willing to
help to volunteer to mow the church lawn. Please contact Paul Seehaver or Mark Giesecke.

Our HVAC systems are in need of work. Initial adjustments/repair of the Preschool and Fellowship Hall
units is planned with a long-range plan for the remaining units.

As a possible family project, please consider joining up with Peace Lutheran Church for the mission trip to
Southwest Virginia that was highlighted in a recent Temple Talk. Sign-up deadline is June 1, the trip is

scheduled for July 10 - 16. Even if you are able to go for only part of the time, your presence will be
welcome.

Consider helping WELCA by taking one or several of the plastic bags in the Narthex to create either
Health Kits or School Kits to help those less fortunate. Return them to the narthex.
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MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pat Dwiggins * President 301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

Paul Shepherd * V. President 249-4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com

Tom Teisberg * Secretary 202-8780 tjiteisberg@gmail.com

Jim Veale * Treasurer 293-3700 jveal@ighthouseinstruments.com

Laurene Nelson Finance Secretary 244-0145 Imn@prodigy.net
Social Concerns Laura Lee 296-6745 tigger6745@gmail.com
Adult Ed/Memorials Karen Schmidt * 466-5225 klschmidt1309@gmail.com
Mutual Ministry Ann Charlton 973-5492 avcl38@aol.com
Cong. Life Jeff Carter 589-6969 jcarter35@gmail.com
Child/Youth Ed Kara McClurken 202-1120 kara.mcclurken@gmail.com
Youth Joby Giacalone 973-2353 cosmo@virginia.edu
PreschoolStewardship Jack Milligan * 971-7580 johnwmilligan@aol.com
Property/Campus Min. Paul Shepherd* 249-4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com
Finance Tom Teisberg* 202-8780 tjteisberg@gmail.com
Worship/Music Laurene Nelson* 244-0145 Imn@prodigy.net
Audit Pat Dwiggins* 301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

Pr. Sandy Wisco* 823-1787 pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org

* Executive Committee Members

St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be
servants of all people; to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as
the body of Christ in worship and celebration of the gifts of God,; and to reach out to those outside
the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ Jesus. To answer this call,
our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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