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The Congregational group (28) that went camping to Sherando Lake in mid May had a great time. There were two
families that came for the day since it is close enough for a day trip. Fun was had by all and we hope that even more
attend next year. Special thanks to the Shepherds who coordinated all the details on this adventure that gave us
opportunities to know one another better. Our meals were delicious, the games were fun, the conversations
interesting, and the singing quite delightful. We had worship in the aptly named Whip-Poor-Will chapel where a
central fire burned for our morning service. Meanwhile, back at the St. Mark nave, you all enjoyed worship led by
Pastor Neal Halvorson-Taylor. All was well for both groups.

A paraphrase of Matthew 10:39,1 f your first concern is to | ook aftel
forget about yourself and |l ook. to Jesus, youdll find
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things went sour for him. Upon return home, wary of what was ahead, he was surprised to find he was welcomed
home, by his father, with joy and thanksgiving, to a new life in community again. His brother experienced a similar
result when he became angry over his perception of being slighted in some way. It is so natural to want to put
ourselves in the center of attention. Instead of pointing to our selves, let us point to Christ and the power of the Holy
Spirit that works through us to be in service to Christ through serving others as we understand their needs. It is a way
to seek God, in the face of the other.
With so many natural disasters occurring this year already, it is easy to see that there are many people who
have survival needs that exceed our own in many circumstances. With homelessness on the rise, may we be
able to look to Jesus to find our source of generosity and creativity in serving those who are suffering. Seek Jesus
and find both yourself andJesus. Let your light so shine before others,
Pastor Sandy
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ST. MARK STAFF: St. Mark Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark Church

Pastor: Sandra J. Wisco: Director/Teacher: Jill Carey

pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org Teachers (by seniority)

Director of Music Ministry: Kristi Van Doorn: Jackie Thomsen
kristi@vandoorn.us Anne Lindberg
Joann Dalton

Office Manager: Liz Hart: office@stmarklutheran.org Amo Gunsallus

The office isopen M-F 8:30 AM ¢ 1:30 PM

Sexton: Kenny Layne To receive this newsletter via email, send your request
to office@stmarklutheran.org.



BIRTHDAYS: June

Alexander Butterman 6/2 Ron Granitz, Jr. 6/19
Grace Louie 6/3 Christophe Escobar 6/24
Constance Johnson 6/5 Kathryn Stephenson 6/25
Katie Nelson 6/5 Nicholas Stephenson 6/26
Emily Marbury 6/6 Kelli Wisbauer 6/26
Bob Nelson 6/8 Kurt Nelson 6/27
David Smith 6/8 Roy Van Doorn 6/28
Alex Straume 6/8 Sandy Werner 6/28
Carolyn Rader 6/12 Nora Giesecke 6/29
Shirley Hall 6/17

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

June 2%- ACTEhristian Educatio-9:00 pmg Library(final session)

June 3-5 ¢ VA Synod Assembly: Pastor Wisco, Gene and Laurel McClurken are delegates

June3rda Sy Qa . NdftoniGarded ldnPantops Mountain @ 7:30 am

June 12 - Worshipoutdoorsat Pen Parkat 10:15AM and a picnic to follow.

Junel4™ - WELCA Circle11:00 amc this time, the Norway photos.

Junel4™ - Mission Council Meeting 7:00 RiMLibrary

June 19 ¢ Martz Hasz & her girls: Anneli & Karoline will be visiting from Germany.
- We begin our added Meditative Summer worship, Sundays at 6:00 PM

June27th - Book Club 7:30 PM in Student Room

There is no choir practice this summer.
There is no Sunday School for adults or children during the summer.
Worshipremainsat 10:15AM with an added 6:00 PM meditative service
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING:

April 24th, 2011 EASTER

8AM 10:15AM
Holy Communion 252
Offerings $4,106.00

May 1st, 2011
Holy Communion 80
Offerings $5,921.51

May 8th, 2011
Holy Communion 135
Offerings $2,229.20

May 15", 2011

Sherando Lake Camping group 22
Holy Communion 83
Offerings $4,737.00

May 22nd, 2011 Confirmation
Holy Communion 166
Offerings $3,555.00
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS:

June ¥is The Ascension of Our Lord.
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The readings for that day could be

your devotion: Acts 1:1-11, Ps. 47, Eph 1:15-23, and Luke 24:44-53. The disciples are
assured that they will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness throughout the world
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June 8 is the seventh Sunday in Easter. The gospel, John 17: 1-11, reminds us that

Jesus prays for our unity in his mission.

June 1% is PENTECOST Sunday (the color of the day is red)

and we will

celebrate with the children marching with their Pentecost Wind Socks at our outdoor
worship at Pen Park, shelter #1, like last year. Pen Park is located off of Rio Rd./Park St.
at a signal and clearly marked. The picnic of plenty will follow.



June 1§ begins summer worship, liturgically, the time after Pentecost. This is
Trinity Sunday, a festival, so we will have some celebratory aspects to the service. As
many people travel and take weekend trips, we will offer an extra service at 6:00 PM
Sunday evening, a meditative service, to help you and your family reenter the routine of
the week ahead with a calming communion with Christ.
9 Awonderful visit Marta, Anneli and Karoline Hasz, will be in church on Sunday,
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See Sara Bon Harper for details.

Jure 26™, the time after Pentecost, brings us into the slightly simpler worship pattern.
We will continue the traditional worship style at 10:15 AM and a quiet meditative
service at 6:00 PM, both celebrating the Eucharist.

PRESCHOOL:

The summer program is well enrolled. The weeks of June 6 and 13 are
particularly popular.

We have had a wonderful spring with one dozen chicks hatching, '
from the eggs in the incubator and all the butterflies also emerging in very healthy style.

Summer will have to be exciting to top spring at the preschool this year.

- Jill Carey

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:

Off site, at Roanoke College, you are invited to join the St. Mark folk going to Power In
The Spirit, a spiritually invigorating weekend, July 14-16. The theme is We Love to Tell
the Storyloin us at Power in the Spirit as we do indeed tell the story, hear the story,
and share the story of our faith and of God's bountiful love and grace. The keynote
speaker is Walt Wangerin, a writer with many stories to tell. Our worship will tell and
reflect our stories of faith through message, song, and Holy Communion. Join us for our
25th year of renewal and "recharging of batteries!" Bring along a story book or two of
your own that can be part of our service project...assembling "libraries" for children of
all ages to be distributed within the synod.
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CONFIRMATION:

Our wonderful group of ten students; Theresa Hecmanczuk, Meredith Hooper of Peace
LC, Natalie Marbury, Nathan Martin, Andreas Ravichandran, Jack Robbins, Katharina
Seitz, Charlie Shepherd, Ben Veale, Will Werner, the ones who gathered and studied and
learned and wondered and laughed and shared and played and worshiped together for
two years, have affirmed their baptism on May 22" It was a memorable Sunday
service. They gifted their teachers and expressed appreciation for being together. Anne
and Pastor Sandy valued and will treasure their time with them. These kids will continue
on in the Youth ministry at St. Mark, partnering with Peace as our schedules permit.
Please support them in Youth Ministry also.

YOUTH CREW:

The youth are participating in the Relay for Life walk on June 4th, raising money for the
American Cancer Society; to be held at Monticello High School. They will be walking from 10AM
until 8:00 AM on June 5th. Here is a picture from last year. . .. They are "The ReMarkables"

Feel free to ask any of the youth or Joby & Jennifer Giacalone if you have any questions about
supporting the event. Donations can be made for the group, made out to The American
Cancer Society. You can also purchase Luminaries for $10, in remembrance of loved ones who
have passed from Cancer, or who are currently fighting this disease.

¢l !bY,h!' Q{kY99t Lb ¢h! /1Y

Thank you for the flowers. | appreciate your thoughtfulness .-
Fank Carg



News from the Hasz’s: They moved. marta.hasz@me.com. Marta & Ron Hasz, Unit
234503 Box 26 APO, AE 09172.

Dear Cookie Bakers: Thank you very much for offering your time and cookies to LSM.
You helped bring us the warmth of home during the semester! LSM Students

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS:

9 Congratulations to Thomas Teisburg and other team members of the Cavalier Robotics
who participated in the first Robotics regional competition in Washington, D.C..
They took 15th place in a 63-team field. We're proud of your accomplishment! (Daily
Progress 5/8/11 C3). The team photo is posted on the bulletin board.

1 Two Confirmands were spotted in the chorus at the Virginia Consort spring concert. The
music was fabulous! Thank you Meredith Hooper and Nathan Martin for adding your
voices to this program that offers such great concerts. | was delighted to see you in such
a professional vocal group. Keep singing!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2011 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

J. CHASE ROBBINS will be graduating from Albemarle High School on June 4, 2011, where he
was a member of both the Math and Spanish Honor Societies. He played basketball and
lacrosse for two years; then dedicated his time to swimming, qualifying for AAA state
competitions the last two years. He also swam with the Charlottesville YMCA team and
gualified for their Nationals this spring. Chase is a frequent acolyte at St Mark; and has been
involved in the youth group at Christ Episcopal, spending part of two su mmers with them in WV
working with Habitat for Humanity. Chase will be attending Virginia Tech, where he plans to
pursue a degree in building construction in the School of Architecture. His permanent address
is 160 Ivy Ridge Rd. Charlottesville, VA 22901.

SUMMER SHEPHERD, also graduating from Albemarle High School on June 4, will attend

George Mason University in the fall. She plans to get a BN in nursing, as well as a major in

public health. Summer serves as assisting minister at St. Mark, and was an acolyte at St.

Stephen Lutheran in Florida, where she also helped coordinate Vacation Bible School. At AHS,

she is in the National Honor Society and in several clubs. Her favorite is FCA (Fellowship of

Christian Athletes), of which she is a leader. In addition, Summer has been captain of both the

cross country and indoor track teams her junior and senior years, and is captain of the outdoor

track team this year. Summer 6s permanent address
22901.

MICHAEL OWEN V EALE is well-known to most church members because he has served as an
acolyte, youth representative to the Mission Church Council, and as a trumpet player in the St.
Mark Brass. He also plays trumpet in the Charlottesville High School Marching Band and tle
Wind Ensemble, as well as with the Youth Orchestra of Charlottesville/Albemarle. In addition,
he is involved in Young Life and has been a baseball player and swimmer for CHS. Michael, a
member of the National Honor Society, will graduate from high scho ol on June 4™, and will be
attending Clemson University in the fall, where he plans to major in sociology. His permanent
address is 2610 Jefferson Park Avenue, Charlottesville, VA 22903.




KATHERINE (KATIE) WERNER _ will also graduate from Charlottesville High School on June
4™, She is a member of the National Honor Society and the Key Club and is active in Young
Life. In high school, she played field hockey and pursued her hobby of photography. Here at
St. Mark, she has served as both an acolyte and a chalice bearer, as well as youth
representative to the Mission Church Council. Katie will be attending James Madison University
in the fall, where she plans to major in psychology. Her permanent address is 212 Wine Street,
Charlottesville, VA 22902.

KELLI WISBAUER , who will graduate from Charlottesville High School on June 4", is a
member of the National Honor Society, Key Club and DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of
America). During her junior year in high school, Kelli was part of a group of CHS girls who won
a trip to NASA in Cleveland OH to compete in a NASA BHALF competition. She also played
soccer and field hockey from 8" to 12™ grades in school. Kelli will be attending the University
of Mary Washington this fall, where she hopes to major in math education and to play on the
field hockey team. Her permanent address is 105 Lide Place, Charlottesville, VA 22902.

Thank youhigh schoofgraduates, for being a part of our community in iShat St. Mark We
celebrate your achievements. Yfaave enriched our lives andevwish youwvell in your college
plans for the fall. We share in your great expectations for an exciting year ahead. Return to
worship with us when you are home. Let us know how you are doing.
You will be in our thoughts aratayers,
- The people of St. Mark.
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Then, we have a job for you: Flower delivery after worship.

We are in need of people whowould like 12 G 1S 2dzNJ Ff G NJ Ff|2

make it to church or to people who are celebrating special events.

You need to remove the flowers from the altar vases and make them into bouquets
using the vases in the dry sacristy. There is a list of suggested people who can receive
the flowers, but you may add your own friends and neighbors.

It is a shame to just let the flowers sit in the sanctuary and die when people would love
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them.

If you can help out, please call the office at 293-3311 or
contact Laurene Nelson at 244-0145 or Imn@prodigy.net
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FELLOWSHIP:

T a8 yQa . NifSr’heét Fnlfrildy, May 6th at 7:30 AM at Hilton Garden Inn in
Pantops.

9 WELCA Circle 1: WELCA Circle 1 will meet on the second Tuesday of June, the
14th, for our final meeting of the season. Put this on your calendar and join
us. In May, we were blessed with an inspirational visit to the Monastery and
delicious cheese purchases. In June we will have our annual pot luck luncheon at
Ann Charlton' s home beginning at 11:00 AM. Pastor Sandy's Norway vacation
photos and a brief business meeting to include plans for meetings next fall will
precede our lunch. All women are welcome. For directions, write
avcl138@aol.com or call Ann at 973-5482.

T Women's Book Club: The women will meet on June 27 in the student room at
7:30 pm to discuss Twilight at Monticelldoy Alan P. Crawford. This book
RA&AOdzaasSa WSTFSNER2YQa fATFS G az2yidAoStt
come and join us to discuss your feelings about it. All women of the church are
welcome.

ELCA NEWS:

LGBT NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA, A FULL COMMUNION PARTNER
OF THE ELCA.

May 11th, 2011, the Presbyterian Church, USA (PCUSA), the largest Presbyterian denomination
in the United States, reached the number of local presbyteries required to approve the change
in policy to allow for the ordination and service of LGBT ministers. A constitutional
amendment was passed by the PCUSA in national assembly in July of 2010 initiating a
ratification process requiring passage by a majority of the 173 regional presbyteries. On May
11th, the amendment was ratified with the approval of the 87th presbytery, located in
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota. The effort to reach this history-making change in policy has
lasted for 40 years. Four times in the last 14 years the amendment to remove the prohibition
for service was passed by the national body, but failed to get more than 47 of the 87
ratifications required.

The amendment ratified on 5/11 will return the qualifications for ordained leadership within
the denomination to those rightly based upon faith and character, not marital status or sexual
orientation.

Excerpted from an email from Lutherans Concerned/North America /291
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VIRGINIA SYNOD NEWS:

In recognition and honor of PastorJean. 21 SYl yQa pn &@SINE 2F &aSNWBAOS
Church, the Christian Formation Fund has been created. She has served as the Assistant to the

Bishop in the VA Synod since 1989 to the present. The monies from this Fund will be used by the

Virginia Synod expressly for the honoring of the service of Dr. Bozeman. The synod is seeking to

create a $2.5 million fund for Christian Formation in the life of our synod to endow lasting funds for

synodical programs and emphases to form faith in children, youth, adults, and senior adults. Each

congregation is determining how they will support this celebration.

At the Synod Assembly this year, June 3-5, we will have an election for Bishop. We will celebrate the

Acts program and other ministries we have in the synod. You elected Gene and Laurel McClurken

to attend as delegates. We are fortunate to have them so active in the life of the Church, locally and
synodically.

SOCIAL MINISTRY:

Sl

Summer Collection for the Haven: Office Supplies

The Haven at First and Market, providing daytime shelter for area homeless, has

continuing needs throughout the year. We will hold up these needs for St. Mark by
F20dzaAy3 2y 2yS OFGS3I2NE 27T pboubitesifor LIS NJ |j dzi N
bringing in some items and putting them in the Haven box during the quarter, and it can

be your children can join in (and even enjoy) as well.
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standard photocopy paper

gift cards for Office Depot, Target or Staples (for printer ink cartridges)
hanging files and file folders

pens, highlighters and white-out

staplers and staples

paperclips

scissors

2 KSYy @ 2ade€rd)dick ub yhe or several of these items, and bring them to St.
Mark to leave in The Haven box in the narthex; Pastor Stewart will take them to The
Haven where he volunteers. Thank you for your faithful giving!
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Food Pantry needs continue to be in great demand. Please continue to bring your
canned and dry goods to St. Mark for our local community that has increasing needs.
Our donations have been significant: on May 12" Heidi Ernst dropped off 45 |bs of food
to the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank

Ways to give in response to the Severe Storms in the US this spring:
A DISASTER RELIEF OPTION.
Check or money orders sent to:

ELCA Disaster Response
39330 Treasury Center
Chicago, IL 60694-9300

Write "U.S. Severe Storms" on your check's memo line.

Or Give by phone at 800-638-3522 or online at www.elca.org/springstorms

Constance Johnson passes along this topic about one aspect of immigration as
something to ponder.

"The DREAM Act would give immigrant students with good moral character who have
lived in the U.S. for at least five yearand came here before turning sixteerthe

chance to earn legal status after earning a high school degree and completing two years
of college or military service in good standindattp://www.dickdurbin.com/dream_act

RELAY FOR LIFE has been an important part of Joby's family's life ever since Stan, his father -
in-law, was first was diagnosed with a brain tumor. Stan passed away from brain cancer about
eight years ago. They still miss him very much.

Once again Joby is helping lead a team of kids interested in doing something worthwhile and
helping others. The team began as the youth group from St. Mark Lutheran Church, but has
grown to include many of their friends. We will be camping out the whole night!

Pray for him, please! And for the whole event. And yes, once again he'll be walking

as Cosmo the Sheepdog leading the Children's Walk at some point.

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLFY11SA?px=16260521&pg=pers
onal&fr_id=33200

Thank you for all levels of support; from prayer to donations. A table in the narthex has
information for you. Joby and the team are thankful
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS: Council Highlights from 5-10-2011 Meeting

Jim Veale presented financial results indicating giving has been a little low in the first part of the
year, but he nevertheless feels we are on course to close our operating deficit by 2012 as
projected. Jim also discussed our financial capacity to deal with a possible youth initiative or
with possible HVAC replacement costs.

Paul Seehaver provided the council with an analysis of the HVAC (heating and cooling systems)
issues we face. The HVAC systems in the church building are old, and they could fail suddenly.
However, replacing all of them at once would cost $170,000, which is more than we have
available without obtaining a loan. Paul recommends replacing the systems sequentially,
starting with the pre-school whose system is most likely the first to fail. Replacing the pre-
school system would require $32,000, an amount which exceeds 5% of the approved budget
and therefore would require approval from the congregation. Council continues to consider
how best to proceed in this situation.

Pastor Sandy noted there is an upcoming VA Synod event in Fredericksburg on August 28 and
encouraged people to put it on their calendars.

Council approved the hiring of a new Pre-school teacher, Gail McKay, to replace Joanne Dalton,
who is retiring.

Music and worship committee report was presented. A request to move the bookcase on

south side of library to the Narthex to house books and bags for children was approved. Sandy
2FFSNBR (2 GF1S GKS €tSIR Ay ONBFOGAYy3a | adz2NBSe
time of summer service, starting next year. Pat offered to take lead on food planning for

congregational picnic at Pen Park, June 12.

Sandy expressed her willingness to offer a Sunday evening contemplative service with
communion, which would not require music, as an alternative to having an earlier service on
Sunday, during the summer, June 19-Aug 21. Council encouraged Sandy to offer this service.

Anne Lindberg and Pastor Sandy recommend the ten Confirmation students for the Rite of
Confirmation by Affirmation of Baptism: Theresa Hecmanczuk, Meredith Hooper of Peace LC,
Natalie Marbury, Nathan Martin, Andreas Ravichandran, Jack Robbins, Katharina Seitz, Charlie
Shepherd, Ben Veale, Will Werner, and they were approved by email acclamation.
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MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pat Dwiggins* President 301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

Paul Shepherd* V. President 249 -4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com

Tom Teisberg* Secretary 202 -8780 titeisberg@gmail.com

Jim Veale* Treasurer 293-3700 jveal@ighthouseinstruments.com

Laurene Nel son Finance Secretary 2440145 Imn@prodigy.net
Social Concerns Laura Lee 296-6745 tigger6745@gmail.com
Adult Ed/Memorials Karen Schmidt* 466-5225 klschmidt1309@gmail.com
Mutual Ministry Ann Charlton 973-5492 avcl38@aol.com
Cong. Life Jeff Carter 589-6969 jcarter35@gmail.com
Child/Youth Ed Kara McClurken 202-1120 kara.mcclurken@gmail.com
Youth Joby Giacalone 973-2353 cosmo@virginia.edu
PreschoolStewardship  Jack Milligan* 971-7580 johnwmilligan@aol.com
Property/Campus Min.  Paul Shepherd* 249-4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com
Finance Tom Teisberg* 202-8780 titeisberg@gmail.com
Worship/Music Laurene Nelson* 244-0145 Imn@prodigy.net

Audit

outside

Pat Dwiggins*

Pr. Sandy Wisco*

301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

823-1787 pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org

* Executive Committee Members

St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be
servants of all people; to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as

the body of Christ in worship and celebration of the gifts of God; and to reach out to those

the church with witness to the loving grace of God throughisChesus. To answer this call,
our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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JUST FOR KIDS:
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