OCTOBER 2011

Crossmarks

St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA)

www.stmarklutheran.org
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
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How did people react to Matthew the tax collector when he knocked on their door? How did people,

later, react to Matthew, the disciple of Jesud & W2 a SLIKQa | y R al NBEQa az y K

what changed for the people who interacted with him after he became a disciple?
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the talents/money that | was given? Would | doubt the truth of the risen Christ, like Thomas, who
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who are well groomed and nurtured, can do? Would | RSVP a YES to the invitation to the banquet and

bring a friend? Who do you seem to resemble from the myriad of people, named and unnamed, in the

Bible?

The Holy Land is where | would go if time-travel to the past would take me there and drop me off as a fly

on the wall (out of reach from fly swatters), watching how the community lives and hearing their
conversations first-hand, and understanding the language and nuances of the time. My curiosity for the
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life for you and for others as you share the Good News of Jesus. Retelling bible stories can capture your
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of God be told and retold by the people of God ¢ you and I.

-PastorSandy(eager for year O0B6, ¢
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ST. MARK STAFF: The officeisopen MW & F 8:30 AM ¢ 1:30 PM &
Pastor: SandraJ. Wisco: Tues/Th 10:30-1:30
pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org Sexton: Kenny Layne
Director of Music Ministry: Kristi Van Doorn: St. Mark Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark Church
kristi@vandoorn.us Director/Teacher: Jill Carey
Office Manager: Liz Hart: office@stmarklutheran.org Teachers (by seniority) Jackie Thomsen, Anne Lindberg,

Amo Gunsallus, Gail McKay
To receive this newsletter via email, send your requesbthce @stmarklutheran.org.



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS:

Emily Elias 10/3 Tony Humphrey 10/12
Marie Wolfe 10/3 Pete Hall 10/14
Linda Roberts 10/4 Kristi Van Doorn 10/16
Alisa Leavesley 10/5 Brendan Boland 10/18
Janice McCormick 10/6 Dylan McCormick 10/26
Bill Roberts 10/8 Alex Vangelopoules 10/27
Zachary Smith 10/9 Howard Imhoff 10/30

Doris Schreeck 10/11

‘{',
(}r{y ,“7.;:!“

M

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Importamt

DATES/ /

October 2° - Congregational Meeting after 10:15 am worship

October '-a Sy Qa . @B&Bilto Garblea ltin Pantops Mountain @ 7:30
October 5, 12, 19 & 26Choir Practice at 7:00 pm

October 9 and 16 Usborne cards available to purchase in narthex

October 11" - WELCA meeting 10:00 am - home of Charlotte Owen

October 13' and 13" - Preschool book fair 8:00 am- 1:00 pm

October 14' - ACTS Coursé&:00 pm - Library

October 19 and 20" - Preschool Parent Conferences 12-3 pm;

October 27 -t NBa OK2 2t t 7-8180¥ tiFelldwship Mafl K i
October 28' - ACTS Cours€/:00 pm - Library

October 3f'- StudentRoom-T Yon LY 22YSyQa . 221
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING:

August 21st, 2011 September 4, 2011
Holy Communion 10:15am 117 Holy Communion  10:15am 104
Holy Communion 6:00 pm 9 Offerings $11,639
Offerings $5,651

September 11th, 2011
August 28th, 2011 Holy Communion 10:15am 145
Holy Communion 10:15am 125 Offerings $7,537
Offerings $3,738

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS:
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October come from Isaiah 5, 25, 45 and Leviticus 19, Philippians 3 & 4, and
1Thessalonians 1 & 2, and Matthew 21, 22.

We celebrate the Reformation of the Church on Oct 30™ with a special liturgy;
{ OKdzo S NI Qa& . IIDhighNgHth the heark o dir faith:
the gospel of Christ (AKA: the Good News) that makes us
free! The Bible readings for that day are:

9 Jeremiah 31:31¢34,

9 Psalm 46 TheLORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacpb f

is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) /S
f Romans 3:19¢28, and

9 the gospel reading is John 8:31¢36.
There will be a gospel procession and The Brass will play.

This will be a festive service and the color of the day is red to highlight (the power of)
the Holy Spirit.

The Luther Rose (or Luther Seal)

Martin Luther wanted to tell other people what he believed
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way to understand what Martin Luther wanted people to

understand:

The Cross: First, there is a black cross in the middle of a red
heart. This reminds me that | believe with my heart that Jesus
loves me!




The Heart : Even though there is a black cross on the heart and | know that Jesus died
on a cross for me, the heart stays colorful and alive. God is the creator and care-taker of
all life.

The Rose : The heart lies on a white rose like a soft blanket reminding me that my faith
gives me joy, peace and comfort. The rose should be white because white is the color of
angels.

The Blue Background (behind the rose): Blue is the color of the sky and reminds me of
heaven. It is also the color of hope all the wonderful things God has promised me.

The (outer) Gold Ring: Gold is one of the most precious metals in all the earth. God
loves each one of us as if we were the most precious thing in all the world. When | look
0KS NAyYy3I L R2yQG &4SS | 6S3IAYYAYI 2N Iy
that will last forever and will never end.

© Diane Monroe, 2009 retrieved from the ELCA website 9/15/11

PRESCHOOL:

October is a very busy month at preschool. The first signs of fall may

appear in October. Halloween is a very exciting time for children. It is at the top
2F G0KS tAad 6AGK / KNAaAGYlLa Ay GSNkya

We also have our first parent@ conferences in October. These are held
from 12:15-2:15 after school, and we have 2 days of conferences.

Anyone interested in ordering Usborne books can come to the Preschool on
October 12 & 13 from 9:00-10:00 and 11:30-1:00 pm.

We welcome Christine Giesecke as our primary substitute and lunch bunch
helper. Thanks to her for her help.

Jill Carey

ICHRISTIAN EDUCATION: |

Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:00 AM on Sundays. The youngest ones begin in the
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the Youth Room, in the undercroft. (See Youth CREW) The adults chose between the
Library to study the lectionary or the Student Room to study the Gospel of Mark - an
"ELCA Book of Faith Study" encouraging readers to participate in the story of Jesus,
listen to his teachings, watch his interactions with followers and foes, and finally stand
at the cross and the empty tomb.



For evening time Christian Ed. study, there is a group studying the Old Testament with
the ACTS program ¢ See Bill Roberts or Pastor Sandy or Gene McClurken to find out
more.

YOUTH C.R.E.W.
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We meet on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. Each month has a theme for the Sunday
aSaairzyaod hOG2oS @dsiandwkad scBeshisi NBE F 1SR (2
Each Sunday has a primary medium used to discuss the theme

1% Sunday ¢ music

2" Sunday ¢ movies/books

3" Sunday ¢ Bible

4" Sunday C current events

Onas™ Sunday, we have breakfast together that morning so we meet in the

parking lot and go from there, back in time for worship.
All post-confirmation youth are included. Come and bring a friend.

Katie Wisbauer, Pastor Sandy, and Joby Giacalone keep things moving.
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FAQs

Where did you get that??
Several people have asked me where | got the pink sequined sneakers and the answer

Aay al OFGlFft23¢53 (KI yThefavdiites PIOYok 835 A Y R0 SNH @
Chelmsford, MA 01824-0935 www.catalogfavorites.com
Be aware that they have sequined ball caps too.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS:

New Member Class: Pastor Sandy will be leading a series of three classes for anyone

interested in becoming a member of St. Mark Lutheran Church. Class discussion will

include new member questions as well as information on the Lutheran faith and St.
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service. Lunch and childcare will be provided. Please see Pastor Sandy or sign up on the

poster in the narthex if you are interested.


http://www.catalogfavorites.com/

Special Congregational Meeting: There will be a congregational meeting after the

service on October 2. The agenda will include an update on our financial status, a
proposal from the property committee about the Heating, Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) system and also a proposal from the Youth Ministry Exploratory
Committee that was commissioned at the annual meeting. The proposals are both
included in the newsletter, and there will be information sessions in September (HVAC
on the 25th, Youth on the 18th) where members of the congregation can have
questions answered before the congregational meeting.

Matt Sandridge of the LSM will be offering rides to UVA Students who would like to
attend 10:15 am worship service. Matt will pick students up at:

10:05 AM at the Student Activities Building
10:08 AM at the Bonnycastle Circle.

Try to be there a slight bit ahead of time, BUT, if you are going to be late, call Matt and
KS gAff TA 3 duidBerid767-826d823D al 0d0Qa

STAYING INFORMED WHEN YOU ARE AWAY?

If you would like to receive the Markings by email each week, after the Sunday Service
KFra LI aasSRX LX SIF&asS €SaG [AT 1 INI 1y26d
or send her an email. She will send you the Markings by email each Monday morning
after you sign up.

A

FELLOWSHIP:

T aSyQa . Nibrhedt dnifritdy, October 7" at 7:30 AM at Hilton Garden Inn at Pantops.

 Women's Book Club: Will meet at the church student room on October 31st at 7:30
to discuss The Fingerprints of God by Barbara Bradley Hagerty. We invite all the ladies
of the church to get this book, read it, and come on October 31st to give us your
opinions and feelings about the book.

click to LOOK INSIDE!
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1594488770/ref=sib_dp_kd

9 WELCA will meet at Charlotte Owen's home on the second Tuesday, October
11th. Join our first meeting of the season and bring a snapshot to share with the
group. The second Tuesday of each month finds us with a combination of programs,
field trips, service projects, ladies lunch out, speakers from "the outside", and open for
suggestions in sharing precious moments together. We meet either in the church
library or a member's home. "Jesus of Nazareth", part one of Patricia Lull's Bible
Study-TO FOLLOW AND TO SERVE: The Gospel of Mark is our program, led by Ann
Charlton and Charlotte is our hostess. Mark introduces us to the good news of Jesus,

the Messiah, and suggests that his identity is rooted in promises made to the people
of Israel. The Theme Verse is: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near, repent and believe in the good news." MARK 1:15 Give Ann a call if any
guestions. All are welcome! Meeting time is 10:00 till noon. And we pray," Gracious
Spirit, open our lives to hear your living voice in the words of Mark's Gospel.€

SOCIAL MINISTRY:

Help Others And Get A Tax Benefit And Let Your Old Car Be Put To Good Use:

Love INC accepts cars and trucks as a donation. The IRS accepts their 501 (c) (3) status
and the reasonable market value can be used as a tax deduction.

They have people that are in desperate need of a vehicle. In most cases, the current car
blows a transmission or other major work is needed that far exceeds the value of the
vehicle. The problem is difficult: How to put money down on a car when rent/utilities
are also due?

receiving it. They have an arrangement with a particular shop to do the inspection for
$40 (cost borne by the donor of the vehicle). For more information, contact Love Inc. at
(434) 293-6060 or email at dirloveinc@embargmail.com
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Food Pantry needs continue to be in great demand. Please continue to bring your
canned and dry goods to St. Mark for our local community that has increasing needs.
Our donations have been significant: September 9th we donated 96 Ibs of food.

Did you know your donations help feed people in our community? We are making a
difference. Thank You!
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mailto:dirloveinc@embarqmail.com
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Social Ministry of the Month: Fair Trade Gift Fair

Purchase beautiful and
affordable fair trade items
handmade by artisans in
developing regions of the
world. The gifts are
wonderfully authentic,
skillfully made, both attractive
and utilitarian, and unlike the
many mass-produced
commodity gifts on the
market. Every purchase
directly helps to improve
working conditions, and
provide health care and
education for the artisans and
their families by offering fair
price for their products.

In addition a percentage of each sale goes to Lutheran World Relief to be used in some

of their other projects AND St. Mark receives 10% to be used in one of our outreach
LINE2SOitao LGQ& | 2AYyI 2AYyS 2Ay 2L NIdzyAi

This ministry is taking place in October so you can order Christmas gift items for pre-
Christmas delivery. We use the SERRV catalogs for identifying holiday gifts (or visit
www.serrv.org). We will have a dedicated table in the narthex for the catalogs and

order forms. Simply fill out an order form, or if you shop online, print off the form to
bring to church so that we can submit the orders as a group to receive the discounts.

For more information, see Christa Escobar or email her at christam1977@yahoo.com (or
call at 973-9957). We will have an ordering deadline of October 30th (read the weekly
bulletins for more information) so that we will receive the items in time for

Thanksgiving. Thanks for your support!!



http://www.serrv.org/
mailto:christam1977@yahoo.com
http://www.lwr.org/handcraft/index.asp

For more than 20 ° years the community has come
together on a day in early ﬁb December--December 2 this year
- to gather toys for < Ly z. children who might not otherwise
receive any gifts at @*&0" U} *%O Christmas. Called the Toy Lift-
(because of the presence oﬁﬁ% Lmé_ﬁ% of a power company bucket truck

on that Friday to hoist % Q OAAl AAOEOEAOGS EIT OI
attract attention to the m collection site z this year Fashion

Square Mall parking lot) it has become an opportunity for hundreds of volunteers to
work together throughout the year to provide a Merry Christmas for thousands of
children. Last year more than 3500 children irthe City of Charlottesville and the

Counties of Albemarle, Buckingham, Fluvanna, Greene, Nelson, and Oraegeived
both toys and books through this progran.

After several years as helping as a volunteer with the book distribution, this
UAAO ) AAAAIT A A 60 xEOE OAOBPI T OEAEI EOU & C
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distribution of new/like -new books to be given to every child. The books are
collected by individuals, schools andjroups or purchased with grant funds and
donations.

This year St. Mark Mission Council has agreed for us to support this program
as part of oursocial ministry outreach for Christmas. | know it is only October and
you may not be thinking about Advent and Christmas yet, but now is when we need
to be gathering the booksand moneyfor the distribution. J

Here are some ways you can be involved :

*Donate (a) new/like new book(s) for a child-birth to age 6. A box will be in
the narthex to collect them.

*Donate money to buy a new book for a child. Write a check to the Kids Lift
Foundation, mark Books on the memo line and give to Laurel McClurken.

*Sign up to help with sorting books and stocking shelves at the Toy Lift
distribution center the first weekend in December by contacting Laurel
(laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com).

*There are many other ways for individuals and groups to be involvenh the
Toy Lift. For additional options visit http://www.kidslift.org __ for more
information.

Have questions? Contact Laurel d&urel.mcclurken@gmail.comor 973-6320.



http://www.kidslift.org/
mailto:laurel.mcclurken@gmail.com

Help Area Families & Kids Stay Warm This Winter:

Donate gently used and new coats; drop off coats during regular business hours at
MACAA, The Haven, Brown Auto & in boxes on UVA grounds
now through October 21%.

MACAA is open Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 5pm
The Haven is open 7 days a week 7:30 am-4pm
Brown Auto is open Mon-Fri 7:30am-9:pm, Sat 7:30am-6pm

For all drop locations visit
bigwarmupcville.com

Musical Moments - Alliance for Interfaith Ministries:

A benefit concert for the Alliance for Interfaith Ministries (AIM)-(0 2 OSf S o NJ

30" Anniversary!
Sunday, October 16™ X X X 0 Y n-univedity Baptist Church
at 1223 West Main Street, Charlottesville.

vocal and instrumental solos, ensemble and choral music presented by local
O2yANBIlI A2y aXPNBFNBaAaKYSy(a

A suggested donation of $10/adult will be received to help AIM in its outreach to the
community. A non-profit organization, AIM relies on donations to provide emergency
financial assistance to local families facing economic crises. For more information,
contact Drene DeGood at the AIM office: 972-1704 or AIM@ntelos.net.
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS:

Council Highlights from September 12th 2011

The Treasurer reported that the operating deficit for 2011 is about $37,000, compared
to a deficit of about $25,000 at this time last year, even though membership is up this
year relative to last. The Treasurer made several suggestions regarding how to
communicate with the congregation about our financial situation.

[ F dZNBf a O/ f dzNJ Sy LINBASYGSR | adza3aSadrazy T2
upcoming Christmas season. She described the Charlottesville Toy Lift program, which

currently serves about 3600 needy children who are identified through the schools. The

program strives to give two significant toys, various small stocking stuffers, and new (or

like new) books to each child. Laurel suggested St Mark help by providing books. Books

should be new or like new, and appropriate for children from birth through the g

grade. This effort can be supported with donations of books or money. A motion was

made, seconded, and passed that St. Mark would support the community effort to

provide books through the Toy Lift program.

Laura Lee asked that council members request Fair Trade (SERV) catalogues from
Lutheran World Relief (800-597-5972), so that these could be made available to the
congregation in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to offer space in an empty Sunday School
classroom for coat storage by MCAA, which is having a drive to collect winter coats for
the needy in Charlottesville.

The upcoming congregational meeting on October 2 was discussed, including ideas for

how to present the decisions the congregation needs to make at this meeting. It was

felt that the meeting should start with a discussion of the budget shortfall, followed by

presentation of the HVAC repair options, and then the youth ministry position proposal.

The vote on the Youth Ministry position proposal will be a "Yes-No" vote in favor of

creating a Youth Ministry position at St. Mark. Based on the results of this vote AND on

the results of subsequent pledging, we will OR will not be including a youth ministry

position in the annual budget to be proposed atnext& S| NR& | yydzct f YSSUOGAY

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to ask the Property Committee to
investigate the cost and potential location of a bike rack on church property, to avoid
the potential problem of having bikes locked to the pre-school fence in such a way that
they interfere with entry/exit through the gate.
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MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pat Dwiggins* President 301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

Paul Shepherd* V. President 249 -4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com

Tom T eisberg* Secretary 202 -8780 tjteisberg@gmail.com

Jim Veale* Treasurer 293-3700 jveal@ighthouseinstruments.com

Laurene Nelson Finance Secretary 2440145 Imn@prodigy.net
Social Concerns Laura Lee 296-6745 tigger6745@gmail.com
Adult Ed/Memorials Karen Schmidt* 466-5225 klschmidt1309@gmail.com
Mutual Ministry Ann Charlton 973-5492 avcl38@aol.com
Cong. Life Jeff Carter 589-6969 jcarter35@gmail.com
Child/Youth Ed Kara McClurken 202-1120 kara.mcclurken@gmail.com
Youth Joby Giacalone 973-2353 cosmo@virginia.edu
PreschoolStewardship  Jack Milligan* 971-7580 johnwmilligan@aol.com
Property/Campus Min.  Paul Shepherd* 249-4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com
Finance Tom Teisberg * 202-8780 titeisberg@gmail.com
Worship/Music Laurene Nelson 244-0145 Imn@prodigy.net
Audit Pat Dwiggins* 301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

Pr. Sandy Wisco* 823-1787 pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org

Laurel McClurken*

* Executive Committee Members
St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be
servants of all people; to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as
the body of Christ in worship and celebration of the gifts of God; and to reach out to those
outside the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ Jesus. To answer this
call, our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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JUST FOR KIDS:|
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Matthew 18:21-35

@Pj&l&ama of the Unmerciful Serva

Pater came to Jesus and askad, "Lord, how many
limes shall | lorgive someong who sing against mea?
Up to ¥ times?" How did Jesus answer?

Connect the dots and resd the words along the way. |

a Pt i:"'
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