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We have entered the year of St. Mark which we intend to focus on throughout the year, looking for the
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Lutheran Church, as an exercise of discovery and observation and reflection.

Many thanks to the people and pastors of the past and for the current congregation that seems to be thriving in
the caring community that remains active in its mission. The wonderful history that Bob Nelson wrote up for our
50™ anniversary is a good resource to the team that is seeking to see our connections (Laurel McClurken and
Carolyn Rader).

Linda Roberts and Duane Osheim are working on the visual arts to supplement what John Anderson has already
provided.

Saint Mark was martyred under Nero circa 74.

His bones/relics were moved to Venice in ~828. His emblem, the winged lion , became the symbol of the city of
Venice. His bones are buried in the basilica of St. Mark [Basilica Cattedrale Patriarcale di San Maiicd]enice,
Italy.

Mark, the gospel writer is believed to be:

1 the son of the well-to-do woman named Mary of Jerusalem (Acts 12:12) whose house was a meeting place
for disciples. We, at St. Mark L@yelcome all people to worship.
9 the boy who followed Jesus into the Garden of Gethsemane and ran away when Jesus was arrested (MK

14). We, at St. Mark LC, follow Jesus where he takes us. We find ourselves on our knees in prayer also,
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1 known as John Mark (Acts)
9 the cousin or nephew of St. Barnabas with whom Mark traveled in Cyprus (Acts 12:25) who later left the
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between Paul and Barnabas.
1 the one who worked very closely with St. Peter. It is said that The Gospel According to St. Markhe
eyewitness story of Jesus that Peter preached and St. Mark wrote down. (continued



1 known as a careful recorder in writings by Papias, bishop of Hieropolois ~140 CE. We, at St. Mark L@ave

a careful recorder of our congregational history in Bob Nelson who captured the first 50 years through

investigation and interviews, etc.

1 the one who may have founded the Church in Alexandria in Egypt. We, at St. Mark LCalie been the
source of other ELCA Lutheran starts in the area: Peace LC, and Grace & Glory.

9 the one who was in prison with Paul in Rome (Col 4:10)
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useful servants to Jesus the Christ in sharing the goedsaed serving others

Each of the four Evangelists were assigned winged creatures as emblems that came from the descriptions in St.
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begins with the story of John the Baptist who was from the wilderness where lions lived. That is one possible
explanation as to why that one was assigned to him. You may discover other reasons as to why the lion is an apt
emblem for St. Mark as you study and become engaged in his gospel account this year.

Pastor Sandy

The Gospel of Markthe daily study Bible series by William Barclay

Saints The Art, the History, the Inspiration by Michael McMahon

Mark As Story, an introduction to the Narrative of a Gospel by David Rhoads and Donald Michie
Sunday and Seasont.# 26797 and The Bible
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ST. MARK STAFF The office isopen M-F 8:30 AM ¢ 1:30 PM
Pastor: Sandra J. Wisco: Sexton: Kenny Layne
pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org St. Mark Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark Church
Director of Music Ministry Kristi Van Doorn: Director/Teacher:lill Carey
kristi@vandoorn.us Teachers (by senioritylackie Thomsen, Anne Lindberg,
Office Manager Liz Hart: office@stmarklutheran.org Amo Gunsallus, Gail McKay

To receive this newsletter via email, send your request to office@stmarklutheran.org.



DECEMBEBIRTHDAYS:

L Carter, Anne 12/17

(( %"":Ji Giacalone, Joseph ~ 12/17

| g ko Robbins, Jonathan ~ 12/18
*{% > Horton, Lewis 12/20

2 Osheim, Yvonne 12/27

Maruna, Zoe 12/28

Anderson, John 12/29

Milligan, Elizabeth ~ 12/03 Hasz, Karoline 12/31
Werner, Will 12/03 Isakson, Nicholas 12/31
Garrett, Richard 12/07 Isakson, Josef 12/31
McClurken, Kara 12/07 Jones, Madeline 12/31

McClurken, Laurel 12/09

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Important i’

DATES/ -~ /

December2nd -a Sy Qa . NB I | T Hildoid Garflen inryPantops I Y
December2nd-d a I NJXi & t | NJi-EeflowshigiHalc Y n . n LJY
December 7th - Choir Practice at 7:00 pm - Sanctuary

December11th - Choir Program during morning worship

December11th - S.H.E. Christmas Gifts due today

December 12th Book Club Christmas Dinner @ 6:00 pm - Maya Restaurant
December 13th - WELCA Christmas meeting 12:00 am @ Omni Charlottesville
December 13th - Mission Council - 7:00 pm - Library

December 14th - Choir Christmas Party - 6:00 pm - Narthex

December18th-/ KA f RNByYy Q& / K3mnd-Savckudry t | ISt yd oY
December 18th - Church Decoration Party - Pot Luck Lunch after morning worship
December 24th - Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 pm and 11:00 pm

December 25th Christmas Day Worship at 10:15 am (no Sunday School)

Mark your calendars for our annual congregational meeting after morning worship on
January 22, 2012. There will also be a pot luck lunch.



ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING:

October 30 2011 November 132011

Holy Communion 10:15am 109 Holy Communion 10:15am 108
Vespers 6:00 pm 5 Vespers 6:00 pm 4
Offerings $9,130 Offerings $24,933

November 6,2011

Holy Communion 10:15 am 113
Vespers 6:00pm 14
Offerings $4,626

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
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This ighe year of St. Mar eSS " Year B in the revised common lectionary.

The Advent season of hope and anticipation is upon us with the Advent wreath in place
and the blue paraments adorning the chancel. We light one more candle each Sunday,
counting the weeks of the season preparing us for the upcoming nativity. The liturgy we
use in Advent is from With One Voice, the Bread of Life setting. We chant the Psalm
responsively using a familiar Psalm tone.

Dec. 4 is Advent Il ¢ The lesson is from Mark 1:1-8 John the Baptist prepares the way of
the Lord, inviting us to enter the journey to see ourselves more clearly in the light of
Christ.

Dec. 11 is Advent Il ¢ the lesson describes Jesus as the light of the world in John 1. On
this Sunday the choir and other musicians carry us, musically, through Advent and into
Christmas with a variety of selections directed by Kristi Van Doorn, our dir. of music
ministry.



Dec. 18 is Advent IV ¢ the lesson is from Luke 1, the announcement to Mary that she will
bear the Christ child.

After worship on 12/18, we will gather to eat and then decorate the Christmas tree in
the chancel hanging the chrismons that were handmade by our congregation years ago.

Dec. 24" is Christmas Eve. We have a family service at 5:00 pm and a candle light service
at 11 PM, both services with Holy Communion.

Dec. 25" falls on the last Sunday so we will celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Word made
flesh, on Christmas day, reading John 1:1-14.

COMMEMORATICSH

Monday, December 26 Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church, put to death by stoning.

Tuesday, December 27 John, Apostle and Evangelist

The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one of the twelve disciples and witness to
the transfiguration. Tradition has named him also the writer of the Gospel of John, the three
New Testament letters bearing his name, as well as Revelation.

Wednesday, December 28 The Holy Innocemgartyrs

This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous attempt
to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born for our
salvation.

Sunday, January 1, 2012 Name of Jesus
By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on the eighth day of life, so on the
eighth day of Christmas the church celebrates this event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the

covenant as well as Jesus' name are signs of God's salvation given to us through him.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26797.
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O Come Let Us Adore Him, Christ the .Lord
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A VERY SPECIAL SUNDAY MORNING!

Our St. Mark Choir
Presents

An Advent/Christmas MUsleddration

Sunday, December 11, 2011
10:15 a.m.

A beautiful and meaningful service of Hymns,
Choral Works, Instruments, Solos, and Readings

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors to this festive worship service!



oCome To Bet hl ehem & Seed

The Sunday School Children
of
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Offer as their gift to the congregation

a traditional Christmas pageant in the nave

Narrated by members of our Youth Group
Sunday, December 1 8,201 1
9:30 a.m . during Sunday School Hour

Invite your family and friends for a morning of carols, shepherds,
angels, wisemen,

Mary & Josephé.and of course, th

Jesus



PRESCHOOL:
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chapel times were great, leading toward Thanksgiving and Advent. We begin our
holiday with the making of the Advent wreaths. Then we just make all the fun
ornaments and crafts which make the season so special. We wish everyone in the
congregation a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday.

Registration for next year will begin on December 1. You may visit us between 9
and 10 in the morning if you are interested in our school. Please remember that you as
members of the church have priority in terms of enrolling in school. That priority period
extends from December 1 to January 31. You will find copies of the newsletter and the
new registration forms and brochures on the table in the foyer.

Thank you to everyone for your support in our recent fund raiser. We made
$478.00.
- Jill Carey

SUNDAY S@OOL:

O CALLING ALL CHILDRENK!S { i@ al NJ OKAt RNByQa / KNX&.

presented to the congregation at 9:30 AM on Sunday, December 18. We invite all
children who are interested to participate. Advent preparations and pageant practices
will be during the Sunday School hour on December 4 and 11. ALLchildren, whether or
not they attend Sunday Church School at St. Mark, are invited to participate. If
interested, please plan to be at St. Mark at 9 AM on December 4, 11 and 18. For more
information contact Sara Bon-Harper at sarainvirginia@yahoo.com or 245-9075.

~

O Please see Christmas Pageant information on page #7

~

O There will be no Sunday School December 25, 2011 or Jan§argai 2

YOUTH C.R.E.W.

L 2dzZKXEFG {Gd alFN] Aa OFIfftSR / dwd9 d2 @
We meet on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. Each month has a theme for the Sunday
sessions. 5 S O S Yseh&éRrelated to dwaiting and hopingé
Each Sunday has a primary medium used to discuss the theme
1% Sunday ¢ music 3" Sunday ¢ Bible
2" sunday ¢ movies/books 4™ sunday ¢ current events
On a 5" Sunday, we have breakfast together that morning so we meet in the
parking lot and go from there, back in time for worship.
All post-confirmation youth are included. Come and bring a friend.
Katie Wisbauer, Pastor Sandy, and Joby Giacalone keep things moving.
Service projects are being considered and Synod Youth events encouraged.

8



LSM - Lutheran Student Movement at UVa

Matt Sandridge of the LSMffers rides to UVA Students who would like to attend
10:15 am worship service. Matt will pick students up at:

10:05 AM at the Student Activities Building
10:08 AM at the Bonnycastle Circle.

Try to be there a slight bit ahead of time, BUT, if you are going to be late, call Matt and
KS gAff FTAIdZNBE A G -8264829 al iQa ydzYoSNJ A& 1

Sunday evening LSM meetingsNBS | G 51 Yy A St 608 Gth St KW ApS A. 6 dz& dzl f

Annual IHOReventwill happen on Sunday 12/4 after the evening vespers service. Meet
at St. Mark to carpool.

Exams 12/8-12/16. We pray for the students in their studies, in their travels, and in
their recreation.

A NEWYOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

A new YOUNG ADULT ministry is being formed. The goal of this ministry is to gather

@2dzy3 I RdzZ & G2 KI@S Fdzy yR Ffaz2 aSNWS D2
opportunities (Ex: Habitat) and social opportunities (Ex: hike, music, winery trip) for the

young adults of St. Mark and their friends. Watch the narthex signage and Markings for

upcoming events, Contact Kevin Ehimann with suggestions and ideas for service and

a20A1 t S@Sy (i BMERNRanzQdnailicdm] KevinimavedRoown to work in

the aerospace industry and has been active in Lutheran congregations. We will

welcome his membership with others this year.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS:

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held January 22, 2@ith snow date
scheduled for February,22012. There will also be a pot luck lunch.

Highlightsof the Congregational Meeting, held 10/2/2011

The agenda for the meeting were the numbered items:
OmM0 G2 NBOASH (KS OKdAzZNOKQ&a FAYLFYOALFft &Aildz
1 We find our income to be less than the budget expectation which is somewhat
typical at the end of summer.


mailto:KMEhlmann@gmail.com

9 Our mortgage will be paid up by the end of 2013
1 We have $35,000. set aside for necessary building repairs

(2) vote on how to proceed with needed repair/replacement of the HVAC systems in the
church,

1 Itwas decided to tackle the whole project of 5 systems at once to benefit from
the financial savings and system controls.

1 We approved a loan amount not to exceed $180,000, with a term of 7 years, at
the best market interest rate available, but not to exceed 6 percent per year.

1 We will finance the whole project and for the first two years, use the monies set
aside for building repairs to pay that loan payment monthly and when the
mortgage is paid up at the end of 2013, we will have those monies available to
apply to the HVAC loan.

(3) discuss a proposal to create a permanent youth ministry position at St. Mark and
FaaSaa GKS O2yaNBIFdA2yQa AyiGSNBad Ay ONBSI

1 The straw poll indicated a strong interest in supporting this ministry and position

1 We will each prayerfully consider how to support this financially.

91 The decision will be formally made at the Jan 2012 Annual meeting when we
discuss and approve a budget for 2012.

FELLOWSHIP:

1 aSyQa . Wibnhedt dnlfriday, December 2" at 7:30 am at the Hilton Garden Inn at
Pantops Mountain.

Women's Book Club The book club will meet on December 12" at 6:00 pm at Maya for our
Christmas Celebration.

 WELCKircle 1will meet the second Tuesday, Dec 13". This is our Christmas season
celebration which includes bringing our gifts for the SHE project and also a small gift for our
gift box. The meeting will be at the Omni Hotel at 12:00 noon and parking is in the Omni
parking garage. Bring a small wrapped gift for the gift box and as the box is passed around
each one takes one! The SHE gifts will be delivered to the shelter following the luncheon. All
women are welcome to join this special annual gathering. We wish everyone a joyous Advent
and Christmas season.

§ Tree Decorating Partfor all will be following morning worship on December 18™. It also
includes a pot luck lunch.

10



SOCIAL MINISTRY:

Food Pantryneeds continue to be in great demand. Please continue to bring your
canned and dry goods to St. Mark for our local community that has increasing needs.
Our donations have been significant. We donated 62 Ibs of food in November

Thrivent Matching fundgrom the yard/bake sale were given to the Jefferson Area Food
Bank in the amount of $1,835.00.

Lutheran Disaster Relief (LDR: a well established and functional organization that
provides response to disasters from the initial days all the way through until the final
days of recovery.

Dear Lutherans,

A new LDR.org is now online! The new site uses a different kind of software which

will function more like a blog than a traditional website. Our hope is for more frequent
interaction between LDR staff and you -- our partners -- who serve as volunteers,
donors, and supporters.

Go to www.ldr.org to check out the new site and you are invited to register as a site
user, which will allow you to comment and ask questions on blog posts. To register, just
click the "Register" link in the upper right-hand corner on any page.

You can contact us by e-mail at disaster@elca.org, or post on our Facebook page (which
you already "Like," of course!), to let us know how the site can best serve you.

Thanks for your continued support of Lutheran Disaster Response. Together, we are
bringing help and hope to disaster survivors!

Rev. Kevin Massey
Program Director, Lutheran Disaster Response
(slightly edited by SJW for our Newsletter)

11
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THE S.H.E. ADORIFAMILYPROGRAM has provided us a family of a grandmother
who is raising her grandson full time.

In order to keep confidentiality and to sort out the presents we use a code system to
identify each client and child. If you choose to wrap the presents please label each gift
with the code that is given (for example, have a tag that says 001A on the present).

Deliver your purchase by Sunday 12/Ahd WELCA will deliver the gifts to S.H.E.

001A - Mom (age: 52)
Pants Size: 24 Long
Shirts size: 3Xora 22
Shoe Size: 11
Needs: Winter Coat - Size 24

Special Wishes: Perfume, bath oils, body spray, earrings, DVD player.

001B - 3-year-old boy
Pants Size: 3T
Shirt Size: 3T
Shoe Size: 9
Needs: Winter coat, jeans, winter tops

Special Wishes: Leap Frog; age appropriate learning toys, any type of car or truck toys
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Taylor Beard of Westminster Presbyterian Church announced his appreciation for all the

work that people have done for this year's CROP WAL#h Oct 16".Thisé S N & / wht
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(locally and globally).There were 215 persons walking this year. Maybe next year some

people from St. Mark will decide to join in for this one afternoon/yr event to fight

hunger through education and meals.

AEEKIAKIAIAIAKAAIAAEIAAAIAIAAAAIAIAAAAIAAAAAAIAAAAAAAAAAIAAAAAXrAAAkhrkrhhrkhhhikikiihiiiii
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During these challenging economic times, it should come as no surprise to learn that
there continues to be a steady flow of people coming into the AIM office seeking help
with their rent, utility bills, or other financial crisis. From January through October of
2011, assistance has been given to 627 households in the local area. These folks could
not be helped without the support that your congregation has given to this outreach
program. We especially thank you for your support at our recent benefit concert that
celebrated 30 years of providing emergency assistance to local families.

Your congregation is one of 46 congregations representing a wide variety of faiths that
supports this effort. The work that AIM does is also a big help to all those congregations
who regularly get calls from strangers asking for help. Instead of spending large
amounts of time researching the request and deciding whether or not to give them
congregational funds, pastors and their staffs can refer these people to AIM where a
thorough review of their request is made.

AIM has once again been approved to participate in the Commonwealth of Virginia
Campaign (CVC). This is a workplace giving program that allows state employees to give
to charities of their choice through a pre-tax payroll deduction. This applies to UVa
employees, public school teachers and staff, and many others who work for the state.
The campaign runs through the end of 2011. Giving to AIM through the CVC is a very
easy way for you to give back to the community in a personal way! When signing up for
AGX 0SS &adzaNB 2 AYRAOFGS ' LaQa O2RSY
website (www.avenue.org/aim) or call Drene DeGood at 972-1704.

At the 30" Anniversary event held by AIM, $2,400 were collected to add to the
resources used to help our local people through a critical time. This ministry is aimed at
helping to reduce the risk of homelessness due to an unexpected event. THANK YOU to
all who contributed to AlM, serving people in Charlottesville and Albemarle county.
Your donations can be mailed to the AIM office at 1025 Park Street, Charlottesville,
Virginia 22901. Thank you.

If you would like to volunteer in the office a couple hours a month, please call Drene
DeGood at 972-1704.

13
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Council Highlights fronNovember 8 2011

WAY SIS LINBaAaSYGiSR GKS ¢ NBI adzNBNRa
October, in part because there were five Sundays in October this year. The deficitis a
bit lower at this point in the year than it was last year.

Jim also reported progress in seeking bank financing for the HVAC replacement project.
He is talking to three banks, so that we will be able to compare rates and terms.

¢ KS t I aid2 NpréentedSnclaliNgh reéinndendation that the church accept
a set of handmade banners made by Janine Wisco and offered to the church by Al
Wisco. This offer was gratefully accepted.

Pastor recommended the following people, who have been attending the new member
discussions, for membership in St. Mark Lutheran Church: Joshua Campbell; Kevin
Ehlmann; Nancy and Robert Kliewer and sons, Matt, Nate, Johnny; Rosemary 'Rosie’ Lee;
Amanda Nelson; Will Abramson, and sons Leo and Leif; Harsha VB Thute; Darlene
Stenning; Cindy Mawyer; Sue Morgan. A motion was passed to receive these new
members into St. Mark.

The Property Committee Report was presented. New landscaping in the front of the
church has progressed more slowly than expected, but should be completed by
Christmas. A contract with TEAL Construction for the HVAC replacements is ready to be
signed once financing is in place.

The Worship and Music Committee reported that a survey of members indicated that
10:15am is good time for summer services for most people. A motion was passed to
keep the primary Sunday service time at 10:15am in the summer.

Plans were set to decorate the tree on December 18 after service.

January 22, 2012 was selected as the date for the Annual Meeting, with a snow date of
February 5, 2012. A poster will be put up for members to sign-up to bring food or help
with set-up or clean-up.

A committee was formed to nominate new council members for next year. Members of
the committee are: Pat Dwiggins, Karen Schmidt, Laura Lee, and Tom Teisberg.

14
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Pat Dwiggins*
Paul Shepherd*

Tom Teisberg*

Jim Veale*

Laurene Nelson

Social Concerns

Adult Ed/Memorials
Mutual Ministry

Cong. Life
Child/Youth Ed

Youth
PreschoolStewardship
Property/Campus Min.
Finance
Worship/Music

Audit

MISSION COUNCIL MEMBERS

President
V. President
Secretary
Treasurer
Finance Secretary 2440145

Laura Lee
Karen Schmidt
Ann Charlton
Jeff Carter
Kara McClurken
Joby Giacalone
Jack Milligan
Paul Shepherd*
Tom Teisberg*
Laurene Nelson
Pat Dwiggins*

Pr. Sandy Wisco*

Laurel McClurken*

202 -8780

301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

paul@paulkshepherd.com
titeisberg@gmail.com
jveal@lighthouseinstruments.com

Imn@prodigy.net

296-6745 tigger6745@gmail.com

466-5225 klschmidt1309@gmail.com

973-5492 avcl38@aol.com
589-6969 jcarter35@gmail.com
202-1120 kara.mcclurken@gmail.com

973-2353 cosmo@virginia.edu
971-7580 johnwmilligan@aol.com
249-4467 paul@paulkshepherd.com
202-8780 titeisberg@gmail.com
244-0145 Imn@prodigy.net
301-938-0759 pdwiggins@gmail.com

823-1787 or cell 716-913-7718
pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org

* Executive Committee Members

St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be
servants of all people; to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as

the body of Christ in worship and celebration of the gifts of @od;to reach out to those

outside the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ Jesus. To answer this
call, our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark.
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JUSTFORKIDS:
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’ The angel left Mary with an

important message. What was it?

Solve the math prablems to fillin the blanks balcw:
Then use tha code 1a fill in the blanks.

Ages 712 Mavember 6, 2011 » Luke 1:26-38

An Angel Visits Mary

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth
to speak to Mary. What did the angel say?

Fill i the misging puzele pieces
and read vl e angel Said.
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