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St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA)

www.stmarklutheran.org
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
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Happiness is when: what you think, what you say, and wha
AJesus,6Mhlaed i s written in the | aw? What do you read ther
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself.6 And J¥esushawewgitrednhtme ©O6ight answer ;-28do0 this
Being aligned in mind, heart, and deed does bring a sense of well-being to us. Connecting the dots between faith and

lifestyle is an act of discjpleship

BeingachildofGod,havi ng faith in Jesus (God made flesh), profess

reading and hearing the word of God through scripture, receiving the true presence of Christ in the holy meal that we

share together, /in community, during wor ship, sharing some of what has first been given to us through our offering
(money-time-talent), and then,bei ng sent out into the world to carry God
daily living at home, school, work, and play is how we, the p eople of St. Mark Lutheran Church, are connecting the dots

of discipleship.

Discipleship takes effort, practice, and prayerful consideration. Discipleship brings joy and may cause some discomfort
when we get to some tough -to-change behaviors that are not aligned with our faith.

Caution: Discipleship Zone
unexpected exuberance or trepidation may occur

Through scripture, Jesus conditions us to expect the unexpected. Jesus goes against the flow of society, risking his own

life, serving the outcasts and the poor, the widows, the orphans, and the sick and the hungry; those who barely survive

the harshness of the world. Jesus also seeks and engages the cheaters and the overly pious ones and all who are
unable to connect the dots betakwden tGoddvel one tdred ttemes i wa
Godbs gospel

All are welcome. All are invited into discipleship with Jesus. Expect the joys to overcome the fears. Expect to receive as

well as to give in your ongoing lifestyle in the Discipleship Zone.

Living in the tension of Law and Gospel with you, -Pastor Sandy
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ST. MARK STAFF The offie@ is open M- 8:30 AM; 1:30 PM

Pastor: Sandra J. Wisco: Sexton: Kenny Layne
pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org St. Mark Preschool: A Ministry of St. Mark Church
Director of Music Ministry Kristi Van Doorn: Director/Teacher: Jill Carey
kristi@vandoorn.us Teachers (by seniorityJackie Thomsernne Lindberg
Office Manager Liz Hart: office@stmarklutheran.org Amo GunsallysGail McKay

To receive thisiewsletter via email, send your request to office@stmarklutheran.org.



AUGUSBIRTHDAYS:

Sylvie BorHarper 8/1 Amanda Zehnter 8/12
Kristina Leavesley 8/3 Joyce Garver 8/13
Andreas Ravichandran8/3 Susan Seehaver 8/15
Connie Hellinger 8/5 Tyler Teisberg 8/15
Nathan Martin 8/6 Richard Morton 8/16
Kelly Shuren 8/7 Ananda McClurkeibney 8/18
KayleighStebbins 8/8 Patty Marbury 8/26
Theresa Hecmanczuk 8/10 Peter Milligan 8/28
Allison Shuren 8/11 Janis Goodman 8/30
Clairiece Humphrey  8/12 Tony Marbury 8/31
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Important E

DATES/ /
AugustSth-a Sy Q& . NHtbn|Gartled hn Pantops Mountain @ 7:30 am
August 7, 14, 21 6:00 pm service with holy communion
August 7- 5:00 pm- Groundbreaking and picnic Grace & Glory Lutheran
August 9th- Mission Council Meeting 7:00 PM.ibrary
August 20" - Yard/Bake Sale 8:00 aro benefit PACEM and TJood Bank
August 20" - Cardinal Point Winengvent5:00-9:00 pm
August 22nd Book Club 7:30 PM in Student Room

There is no choir practice this summer.
There is no Sunday School for adults or children during the summer.
Worshipremainsat 10:15AM with an added 6:00 PM meditative service
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING:

June 26th 2011 Juy 10th, 2011
Holy Communion 10:15 am71 Holy Communion 10:15 am94
Holy Communion 6:00 pm 6 Holy Communion 6:00 pm 9
Offerings $3,296 Offerings $3,544
Juy 3, 2011 Juy 17th, 2011
Holy Communion 10:15 am55 Holy Communion 10:15%m 86
Holy Communion 6:00 pm 8 Holy Communion 6:00pm 12
Offerings $7,468 Offerings $3,764
OFFERING §
& Attendance \%

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
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school year beginning. The 10:15 Sunday AM service hasonaelight attendance so

far this summer. We encourage you to try the Sunday 6:00 PM evening service with Holy
Comnunion ~3540 min. It is a small group, growing by ones and twos, with families and
singles attending. The music is simple and familiar.

Thisnew month, the gospel readings are from Matthew chapters 14, 15, 16 and the
second reading is from Romans 10, 12 and the Psalms are: 85, 67, 138, & 26.

The weekly biblical themes
7" -God is present in the storms of life.
14" - The Lord knows our hearts and welcomes all.
21" -¢ KS YAaaArzy 2F [/ KNRaildiQa / KdzZNOK Ay Of dzRSa
-2 SQf t BlkdsifDf tHe back packsbring yours to church to either
service time.
- This is theihal 6:00 PM servicentil we decide to offer it routinely or not.
28" ¢ Loveis a Christian standard of living that we use even when we w@mteo evil.
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totes to worship on Aug, 21for the Blessing of the BackPacks so that the congregation,

especially the children and youth, see how God walks with us dliding in school and
at work.
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blessing to do as a family or with your play group or in your neighborhood or bus stop:

BLESSING OF BACKFRACK
With children wearing their iekpacks and parents and adult children with their lapto
PDAs, Cell and Smart phones (turned/gfetc.

ABIBLEREADING:

Mark 10:1316

people were bringing little children to [Jesus] in order that he might touch them:; a
the disciples spoke sternly to themi’But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and
said to them, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them:; for it isukchsas
these that the kingdom of God belongSTruly | tell you, whoever does not receive th
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it°And [Jesus] took them up in his

arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
&OR

Romans 12:48 Paul writes
*For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the sa
function, °so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another®We have gifts that differ according to the grace givems:
prophecy, in proportion to faith;ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teachin{jhe
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Dear God,
As we get ready to start anogi year in school, we ask your blessing on these backp
and computers, and especially on these children/youth who will wear/tote them.
As they do therery important work of being studentsbless+ them with:

- eagerness to learrthat their world maygrow large;

-respectfor teachers and students, that they may form healthy relationships;

- love for nature that they may become caretakers of your creation;

- happinessvhen learning is easy arsfickto-it-ivenessvhen it is hard;

- faith in Jesuss their best teacher and closest friend.
We ask that you woulgrotectthese, your own children.
Watch overthem and keep them safe as they travel to and from school.
As they learn, help them also thscover the different giftdat you have given eachhe
of themto be used in your work in the world.
As they hear the many voices that will fill their days, help thedsten most carefully
for your voicethe one that tells them you will love them always, no matter what.
We ask this in Jesus' holy nardenen.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26797.
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church or to people who are celebrating special events.

Then, we have a jo for you Flower delivery after worship

You need to remove the flowers from the altar vases amdkenthem into bouquets using the vases in
the dry sacristy. There is a list of suggested people who can receive the flowers, but you may add
own friends and neighbors.

It is a shame to just let the flowers sit in the sanctuary and die when peapliéd love to have them in
GKSANI K2YSad ¢KS (GNRdzotS Aa ¢S R2yQl (y2¢ o

If you can help out, please call the office at Z28.1 orcontact Laurene Nelson at 24445 or
Imn@prodigy.net

PRESCHOOL:

your

K2

In August the teachers return to their classrooms, and do lots of cleaning,

sorting and rearranging.
This year school begins with a gatquainted morning on September 6.

We also have an ieeream social for parents and children on September 22. We
will be going to the Wayland Orchard in Crozet again this year on September 20

and 21.
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sale for the congregation on Sunday, October 9 and Sunday, October 16. Orders
will be taken on those days and there will be samples of cards and books. The

profit will benefit the preschool.
- Jill Carey
We have January 2012 openings in the young age range. Please tell your friends!
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ICHRISTIAEDUCATION |

The Children of the Sunday School have given their offegaiipered duringhe last
two years to Heifer International. We had $1,673.61 to give. Here is wiat
purchased:

A Joy to the World Baskeétsheep, a heifer, and two llamas.

AFlock of rabbits,
Ahive of honeybees and
AshaS 2 F I DI NRY S NIdudeBekefything aliniily vlineed 6 A O K

start a sustainable farmtree seedlings, rabbits to generate organic manure,
chickens to eat pests and a hive of bees to pollinate crops and increase vyields.

| SATFSNI LYOGSNYFGA2Y Il Qa YAaaaAz2yldtaBecome KSft LJ
sdf-reliant for food and income.

The Sunday School gifts are making a big difference in many lives around the world.
Thanks kids for your act of discipleship.

YOUTH CREW:

We have two events this month:

Thur. Aug # - Movie Night at the Wisbaus home with pizza for dinner.

Sat. Aug27-! LILIX S LIAOLTAY3I Fd /FNISNDRa azdzyidl A
bake apple cobbler for Sunday snack after worship and communion bread for the 28

Beginning Sept. 1", we resart our 9:00 AM Youth CREW hour with a theme each
month with a different activity each Sunday. First theme: New BeginniAdjs.
Confirmed youth through seniors in high school are welcolve welcome Katie
Wisbauer who is helping lead this year.

¢l ! bY,h! Q{kY99t Lb ¢h! /1Y

Dear Friends: | want to thank all of you for your friendship, support and prayers over the
years of my membership at St. Mark. All our lives have had many changes and | am

making another one. Effective 7/221amimovg t o Or Il ando t o be cl c
and especially the grandchildren. | will miss all of you and hope we can stay in touch. My
email is ginmarcO3@aol.com and my temporary address is: 1145 Royal Marquis Circle,
Ocoee, Florida 34761. My phorgestaying 43326:7796. Come and see me in Orlando.

In His Peace - Ginger Marcinko.
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Thank you to those who have offered special music this summer and to our substitute
organists and worship leaders.

+++ 4+ 4+

Aheartfelt "thank you" is expressed &l who extended a warnwelcome to two PNG
women (from our Sister Synad Papua New Guineapn July 25 and 26Also thanks
for welcoming Karen Mayer and Ann Mitchell, from the VA Sywbd, accompanied
them.

Pastor Sandy for her guidance and suggestidtests Carolyn Rader, Lois & Paul
Shepherd for graciously providimgeals and overnight lodging for our guesfsn
Charlton for making known the connection between St. Mark's WELCA group and the
PNG Sister Synod...as waslher assistance helping to put the fellowship time

together. Laurene Nelson for her assistariaring the time of welcomeSue Pickett

for being our "official" tour guide aseveral historisites in the Charlottesville area.
Charlotte Owen for providing St. Mark post cards.

In Christ's Name,

Phyllis Stewart

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS:

Be sure to pick up a yellow phone directory with the latest list of names, numbers,
addresses and emails.

The summer devotional is available for pick up in the alcove at the entrance area.

New Member Class Pastor Sandwill be leading a series of three classes beginning in
August for anyone interested in becoming a member of St. Mark Lutheran Church.
Class discussion will include new member questions as well as information on the

[ dzG KSNI Yy Tl AGK | sy/ard ofitréadh peofraids.QClassYlll yhdetoiidd B S
month (Aug, Sep and Oct) after church service.* Lunch and childcare will be provided.
New members will then be received into the church in November. Please see Pastor
Sandy or sign up on the poster in tharthex if you are interested.

* Exact dates TBA

7



Yard and Bake Sale

Saturday, August 2 0, beginning at 8 a.m.

to benefit PACEM and the Thomas Jefferson Area Food Bank

Please consider donating salable clothing, furniture, electronics, games,
toys, books, musical instruments, or other items someone else may find of
use. We're also looking for donations of delicious baked goods and
bottled water, which historically have been among our most popular items
at the sale.

All money raised at the sale will be split evenly between PACEM and the Food
Bank. We hope to raise at least $2,200 through sales; in addition, Thrivent will provide

50% matching funds, up to a maximum of $1.0 80, to support this community ministry .

Even if you have no good s to donate,
you can participate by helping directly at the sale
or even just by coming to shop -
the selection will be large and the prices great!

You now may store items for the yard sale in the Fellowship Hall. If you are
unable to bring in a donation yourself and would like to schedule a pick-up, please
contact the church office (293-3311) or Mark Giesecke.

A sign-up sheet will be posted in the narthex for people wanting to donate
yard or bake sale goods, as well as for people wishing to help out at the sale itself.

If you have any questions, please contact Christine Giesecke for the Bake Sale
or Mark Giesecke for the Yard Sale  -- 434-973-6948, mark1509@comcast.net

Thank you for all the generous support dozens of people
give this event every year!

- Mark & Christine Glesecke


mailto:mark1509@comcast.net

* * % * % *x % *x % *x % *x % *x % *x % *x % *x % *x % *x *x *x % * * *

Calling All College Students

Your St. Mark family would like to keep in touch with you while you are in cellege
whether living away or at home. As soon as you know what your address will be, please
send it to CharlottéOwen--{woceo@centurylink.nefor 9634784) or the churcloffice-
--office@stmarklutheran.orgor 2933311). If you would like to receive the St. Mark
Newsletter CROSSMARKSIlectronically, please tell us thand include your Email
address.

We want to keep you up to date with news of your home church, and would also love to
hear from you, when you have a rare free moment. So, send us your information as
soon as it is available.

D2RQ&a o0f Saaiayyadretir®to pufsing poir eddicatitm, and a special
prayer for our college freshmen. We are proud of ALL of you.

The Congregational Care Team

*x % * * % % % *x * * % % *x *x * * % % *x * * * % *x * * * * * *x

FELLOWSHIP:

T aSy Qa . ibrheptdrt RiidayAugust Sthat 7:30 AM at Hilton Garden Irat Pantops.

1 Women's Book Club Will meet at the church student room on August 22 at 7:30 to
discuss our Reader's Choideéveryone is encouraged to read a book and come out
and tell us about it. We will then use some of those books for future months through
the year. Everyone o likes to read is invited tcome and tell us about a book that
you have enjoyed.

A{20AFEATS YR KStLI I 3I22R OFdASXd yR aAilLJ
atthed ¢ A y a TcdmekridbyliyliSHillé,

52 @&2dz Syeaz2eé LAOYyAO]lAYy3K [ A@S Ydza QK 2 Ay
of these questions, mark your calendar for a fellowship event at Cardinal Point Winery
on Saturday, August 20, 58000 pm.


mailto:Owen----jwoceo@centurylink.net
mailto:office---office@stmarklutheran.org
mailto:office---office@stmarklutheran.org

Bringeither $10 admission (per adult) or 10 nqerishable food items (for free

I RYAdaAz2yo G2 GKS & siBasapichiddimmezghg adankétdry O S NJi
chairs as well.

¢tKS S@SyAyaQa LISNF2NXIFYyOS Attt FSIFGdz2NB | f
family-friendly atmosphere of the vineyard makes this a perfect fellowship opportunity

all are welcome!

For more information contact Anne Carteknnecarter35@agmail.comr 5896969 or
visit http://www.cardinalpointwinery.com/events/php

SOCIAL MINISTRY:

/4}@ )

Summer Collection for the Haven: Office Supplies

The Haven at First and Market, providing daytime shelter for area homeless, has

continuing needs throughout the year. We will hold up these needs for St. Mark by
F20dzaAy3 2y 2yS OFGS3I2NE 2F ySSRa LISNJ |j dzl N
bringing n some items and putting them in the Haven box during the quarter, and it can

be your children can join in (and even enjoy) as well.

C2NJ adzYYSNE ¢SQONB O2ff SOGAYy3T 2FFAOS &dzLILI A

1 standard photocopy paper
1 qift cards for Office Depot, Target or Steg(for printer ink cartridges)
1 hanging files and file folders
1 pens, highlighters and whiteut
1 staplers and staples
1 paperclips
i scissors
@
2 KSYy @2dzOQNB Ay | AG2NBI LIAO]l dzLJ 2yS 2NJ aS¢

Mark to leave in The Haven boxthe narthex; Pastor Stewart will take them to The
Haven where he volunteers. Thank you for your faithful giving!
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Recession sends older Americans to food pantries according to the Associated
Press-Val eri e Bauman. ARSeniors thought they
said Virginia Skinner, Director of Development at the Association of Arizona Food

Banks in Phoenix.

*http://www.foodpantries.org/st.virginia

Food Pantryneeds continue to be in great demand. Please continue to bring your
canned and dry goods to St. Mark for our local community that has increasing needs.
Our donations have been significant:

Did you know your donations help feed people in our community? We are making a
difference. Thank Youl!

*x * % * % *x % *x * *x % *x % *x % *x *x *x % *x % *x % *x *x *x % * * x

PROSAMI, an organization with strong ties to UVa hospital, is going to The Congo in
Africa again to serve children in need. We had a temple talk from their team leaders last
year: Agnes Kanyanya & David Strider. Laura Lee told us about this team and their
meanindul medical work.

They are collecting some items to bring with them on their next trip, this summer. Their
current needs for their work are:

1. Computer monitors , if anyone has extra monitor not using.. to help the nurse

midwives in their classes. Wedve 10 computers. Need to find that many

monitors to go along with them.
H® ¢g2 ol & NIFRAZ2AX (G2 O02YYdzyAOlIGS 0SiGoSe
3. Small penlight flashlights.

Bring donations to the narthex and put them in the box marked for PROSAMI.

CKIyYyla F2NJ 82dzNJ KSfLJ Ay (GKA& YSRAOIET YAyAa
mothers in the Congo, Africa. You can make financial donations at their website
WWW.Prosami.org

*PROMOTION OF MATERNALRAINT HEALTH IN THE CONGO
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS:

Council Highlights from Jy 12th, 2011 Meeting

Jill Carey reported that the Piechool is facing financial challenges. Jill proposed doing
a fundraiser, selling aticcasion cards. This fundnaig effort would include having a
INBSGAY3 OFNR RAALX I & AY GKS yINIGKSEO® WA €

WAY +SIHfS LINBaAaSYUuSR GKS ¢NBI adzZNBENRa wSLI2 NI
relative to 2010, in a way that raises some concervin@iis down a few percent,

whereas he had forecasted that giving would be up a few percent at this point in time,

and expenses are up. Council discussed the need to improve communication with the
congregation about our financial situation.

Choices that nght be presented to the congregation at an upcoming congregational
meeting (date to be determined) were discussed. A consensus seemed to emerge that
the following recommendations/choices should be presented:

(1) Council recommends we undertake HVAC replaggmsequentially, starting with
the Preschool system. This initial replacement will be paid for using designated
funds from the parking lot and Ensuring Our Mission. Subsequent replacements will
be undertaken as funds become available.

(2) Council should &sthe congregation for approval to obtain a bank line of credit
which would only be used in the event that major repairs (additional HVAC
replacement or church roof replacement) is needed before we are able to pay for
these from available funds.

(3) Council shuld ask the congregation to approve the creation of a permanent Youth
Ministry staff position, with the clear understanding that a sustained increase in
congregational giving will be necessary to make this step possible. Jim Veale agreed
to provide an esmate of the overall increase in giving that would be needed.

(4) Council members will demonstrate leadership by committing themselves in support
of the proposed Youth Ministry position in a tangible way.

A landscaping proposal for the front of the churchsveeccepted for a cost not to exceed
$2700, to be paid for from Gifts and Memorials designated funds.

Jack, Joby, Pat, and Kara agreed to form a committee to deveitgmardship
campaign for the upcoming year.
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New Landscape Planned for St. Mark

The first phase of our landscape revitalization included the removal of overgrown
shrubs and other foliage, and the planting of some annual flowers. The new look
opened the front of the church building and gave it a more youthful look. We have
been workingon the second phase and, with the help of friends, have developed a
very welcoming look, described below and as shown in the pictferk on the

second phase will begin soon ... as soon as the weather breaks a bit ... and we hope
to finish in October.It will take a lot of hands to help with the plantings, rock
spreading and painting and hope many of you will be able to join in ... watch for
more announcements.

The overall landscape concept is to add perceived height and character to the
northern eleation of the church by adding gray trim paint to facade which

surrounds the cross and the concrete planting box; the existing signs will be touched
up and otherwise left as they are. At ground level, the plan includes a stone pathway
that sweeps up fromite street level and across the front of the church property,
symbolically inviting the public to join us at worship. A principal feature involves a
A0SLIISR aSNASa 2F aqaSraay3a¢eg adz2ySa 0GKI G
planter. These seat st@s anchor a small perennial garden which provides respite

and overlook space to buffer the church from the busy intersection while

maintaining sightlines to cross window and sign planter. More importantly, the seat
stones offer a place to sit beneath tleeoss for meditation, prayer or rest; they are
reminiscent of the Garden of Gethsemane.

This plan adds an affordable amenity which will enhance the visual and community
image of the church while better utilizing the sunny lawn to express the mission of
providing an open and welcoming place for all. The grey stones, pathways, red twig
dogwoods, juniper, Virginia sweetspire, and gingko, all coordinate to provide brilliant
color contrast to the white building in all seasons of the year. The pathway ahd sea
stones suggests an invitation to join us at worship, or just rest awhile in peace.

A special thank you to Will Abrahamson and his firm, MCKEECARSON, Landscape
Architects, Consulting Engineers, Land Planners for this design; Will will be the point
persa for this project. A larger picture of the plan can be seen in the Narthex.

[Page 14 shows an image of this concept]
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