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April 2011 

Crossmarks  
St. Mark Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

www.stmarklutheran.org 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS:  ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǇŀǎǘΧ 
 

An Easter Egg Tree was always placed in the front window of my childhood home, a centerpiece 
on top of the console stereo fully equipped with a turn table and an 8-track cassette player.  It was a 
quirky tree branch that displayed our delicate hand-decorated eggs which were blown clean of their 
insides.  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ those eggs, just admire them.  But there were the hard boiled 
eggs, new ones each year, which we had fun decorating on the Saturday before Easter.  I remember the 
scent of the vinegar and the feel of the waxy crayon that enabled the mystery of my drawings to finally 
become revealed when we dipped the eggs into the little cups of colored water.  

 

One by one, the decorated eggs dried and I added them to the grass-filled basket we used every 
year.  I examined them closely, turning the eggs so the best side showed.  There was always a best side. 
That was the side that our guests would see when they came for the meal that my mother prepared with 
love and great care using recipes she had for years: quiche Lorraine, brioche, and even homemade 
preserves.  I never wanted the fresh fruit she prepared because I had a chocolate Easter Bunny to eat, 
ears first.  The holiday jelly beans took a back seat to the chocolate in my basket of goodies.  

 

 Oh yeah, and Jesus was raised from the dead, Alleluia.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
we said in church and it made us feel really good. Everyone was happy and singing and I had on a pretty 
outfit that was made especially for me to match mȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΦ  In church, there was a sweetness 
that surpassed all the Easter candy; the sweetness of the body of Christ experiencing the joy of Easter at 
the lovingly prepared table with the presence of Jesus all around.  Thanks be to God for the risen Christ 
and his sweet, sweet love for us all.        

 

in Easter joy, Pastor Sandy  
 

MT 28 :the angel said, ñDo not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 

for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then, go quickly and tell his disciples, óHe has 

been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.ô This is my 

message for you.ò  
 

******************************* *************** *****************************************************  
  ST. MARK STAFF: 

 

Pastor:  Sandra J. Wisco: 
pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org 
 

Director of Music Ministry:  Kristi Van Doorn:  
kristi@vandoorn.us 
 

Office Manager:  Liz Hart:  office@stmarklutheran.org 
The office is open   M-F   8:30 AM ς 1:30 PM 
 

Sexton:  Kenny Layne 
 

St. Mark Preschool:  A Ministry of St. Mark Church 
 

Director/Teacher:  Jill Carey 
 

Teachers (by seniority) 
Jackie Thomsen 
Anne Lindberg 
Joann Dalton 
Amo Gunsallus 

 

To receive this newsletter via email, send your request 
to office@stmarklutheran.org. 
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BIRTHDAYS:      April   

  
David Maruna 4/1 

Robert Scharlemann   4/4 

Donna Schwoebel   4/4 

Donna Kellam 4/5 

Charlotte Owen    4/5 

Sarah Louie 4/6 

Thelma Loftin 4/9 

Marcy Wisbauer    4/10 

David Zentmyer     4/10 

Zachary Daniel 4/11 

Summer Shepherd    4/12 

Christa Escobar   4/14 

Brant Isakson 4/14 

Jeff Elias     4/16 

Brian Louie 4/16 

Katie Werner 4/17 

Julie Shuren 4/18 

Chase Robbins  4/19 

Eliza Schwoebel     4/19 

Rebecca Jones  4/21 

Katharina Ravichandran     4/27 

Arnold Jensen  4/30 

  

 

 

    
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:   
 

 

 

 

April 1st - Men’s Breakfast - Hilton Garden Inn - Pantops Mountain @ 7:30 am 

 April 4, 11, 18, 25, - Grief Group - 7:00-8:30 pm - Library - Cynthia Long of Lutheran Family Services 

April 10th - LSM Meeting 6:30 pm -  in Nave and Fellowship Hall  

April 12th - WELCA Circle  - 10:00 am at St. Mark church 

April 13 - Choir 7:30 PM - April 20th - 7:00 PM; No Choir April 6 or 27 

April 12th - Mission Council Meeting 7:00 PM - Library 

April 17th - Palm Sunday 

April 21st - Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 PM 

April 22nd - Good Friday Services 12:30 and 7:00 PM 

April 24th - Easter Sunday Services 8:00 AM and 10:15 AM; Breakfast and Egg Hunt 9:15 AM 

April 28th - Worship/Music Meeting - 12:30-2:30 - Library 

April 25th - Book Club 7:30 PM in Student Room 
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ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING: 
 

February 13th, 2011 

 Holy Communion 124 

 Offerings  $ 4,602.00 
 
 

February 20th, 2011  

 Holy Communion      109 

Offerings  $ 4,052.00 

  

  February 27th, 2011  

  Holy Communion    137  

  Offerings  $ 3,307.00 
 
  

  March 6th, 2011 

  Holy Communion  116 

  Offerings  $ 5,630.00 

 

 

  WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS:    
 

 

ς finishing Lent, then celebrating Easter. 
 

 
April gospel readings come from John chapters 9, 11, 13, & 18. The gospel reading on Easter morning is 
Matthew chapter 28. 
 
We continue in the season of Lent, joining the ecumenical midweek Wednesday services held at Trinity 
Episcopal Church on Preston Ave along with Westminster Presbyterian Church congregation for a meal at 
5:45 and then at 6:45pm on Apr 6th,, a study of the third chapter of W. BrueggemannΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Journey to the 
Common Good. The final ecumenical event is on the 13th, and worship will follow the meal at Trinity 
Episcopal.   
 
On Palm Sunday we bless the palms at the start of the service on the Preschool patio (as you are able), hear 
ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŜƴŀŎǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
shouting Hosannas as we process into the nave for the worship experience. The Passion of Christ will be 
presented by some young people through a dramatic reading. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, 4/21 at 7:00 pm, we gather for worship and with a clean heart created within us 
during Lent, we hear GoŘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ   
 
On Good FridayΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ мнΥол ŀƴŘ тΥлл ǇƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ΨǎŜǾŜƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΦ  
 
Daily devotions are found on the Lift High the Cross small insert in the Sunday bulletin for each week.  
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ΨǎŀŎƪŎƭƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ōǳǊǎǘǎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƻƴ EASTER SUNDAY, April 24th 
(8:00 & 10:15), when we celebrate the empty tomb, the risen Christ, and we bring back the Alleluias once 
again. To avoid an overflow of people into the Narthex on Easter morning we added an 8:00 am service. At 
9:15 am, we serve brunch in the Fellowship Hall for all and have an Egg Hunt for young ones.  Then the usual 
10:15 am service is held and we sing with gladness in our hearts.  
 
The brass and choir are likely to be at both services. Easter lilies grace our worship space which you can order 
and dedicate.  
 
We will have a wooden cross wrapped in wire mesh for you to decorate with flowers that you bring from 
home on Easter morning.  
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PRESCHOOL:  
 
 

We are waiting anxiously to get into the Well Bear Clinic done by the Kluge Center every 
other year.  This is a great time for children to comfort a stuffed animal in the same way in which 
they would be comforted during a visit to the doctor.  

 

 We watched the blooming of the camellias in the meditation garden and we made 
pictures of both trees (The children had a choice of white or red). 

 

 Unfortunately, Joanne Dalton and her husband are moving out of town, so she will not 
be one of our teachers next year.  Our best wishes go with Joanne and her family.  

 

 Easter egg coloring parties for parents at the school during the week before Holy Week 
and egg hiding adventures are also scheduled in April.  The preschool is closed on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday.  

 

-          Jill Carey 

 

CONFIRMATION: 
 

The students who choose to be Confirmed in the Lutheran tradition will celebrate the Rite of 
Confirmation on May 22nd, 2011.  Since Pentecost is in mid June, we decided to celebrate earlier. 
Anne Lindberg and Pastor Sandy are completing the two year study with the 10 students. 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
 

¶ Adult education options:   Adults, as you bring your children for Sunday School, youth group, 
or Confirmation class, be aware that there is a discussion group in the Library that you can 
participate in. They study the readings for the day and the discussion is guided by the skilled 
and blessed leadership of Mike Viise. 

 

Often there is another adult discussion group going on in the Student Room. A new topic is 
starting soon and each topic lasts about 6-8 weeks, depending on the amount of discussion 
that is generated. If you want to lead a group or you want to get a particular topic or book of 
the bible up for discussion, let Pastor Sandy or Gene McClurken know. 



5 
 

 

¶ Mark your calendars:  Power in the Spirit is July 14th-16th-2011.  Walt Wangerin will be the 
speaker and the theme is "Telling the Story".  The event is held at Roanoke College and very 
uplifting! Please plan to attend. 

 

¶ ACTS 2011 SPRING COURSE -   
 

Get Caught In The ACTS   
  óTHE CHRISTIANôS CALL 

TODAYô 
   Spring 2011    

 

 
 

Catch the  Spirit   -   Enrich your  Faith. 
 
ACTS courses are designed to equip lay people with tools for discipleship, leadership, and service in their 
congregations and communities.  St. Mark is the kind of congregation that serves in the community.  This 
ACTS course ά¢I9 /IwL{¢L!bΩ{ /![[ ¢h5!¸έ will help us envision our future.   
 
We attend two Saturday lecture sessions, April 16 and May 21, at Grace Lutheran Church in Waynesboro 
[car pooling from our lot] and five small-group discussion sessions held at St. Mark, led by Pastor Sandy.   
 
Every sessƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǇƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
expect from your investment of time as you enrich your faith. 
 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±! {ȅƴƻŘΩǎ !/¢{ όAmbassadors Community for Theological Study) 
Spring, 2011 course   ά¢I9 /IwL{¢L!bΩ{ /![[ ¢h5!¸Σέ   led by The Rev. Ruben Duran (Director, New 
Congregational Development in Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Mission, ELCA) and Professor 
Mary Sue Dreier (Associate Professor of Congregational Mission and Leadership, Luther Seminary).  
 
Registration Forms for this  Spring, 2011 ACTS course  are on the table in the narthex or at    
www.vasynod.org    under  the  menu  option    Event Registration & Information    and    then by clicking 
ƻƴ    ά!/¢{Υ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻǳǊǎŜΥ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴϥǎ /ŀƭƭ ¢ƻŘŀȅ Υ  Registration BookletέΦ   Send NO money  ς  the 
Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ CƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ŀƴŘȅΩǎ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄ 
!{!t ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ōŀǘŎƘΦ 
 
                                                              DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ and faith in Christ Jesus, 
 
                                                           Pastor Sandy and Bill Roberts  

http://www.vasynod.org/
http://www.vasynod.org/index.cfm/fa/content.view/menuID/1416.htm
http://www.vasynod.org/files/SYNODEAST/Spring%202011%20Registration%20Booklet.pdf
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YOUTH CREW: 
 

 

¶ The youth will again be coordinating the Easter Egg hunt held in the playground between services on 
Easter Sunday. The youth are asking the congregation for Easter candy donations.  We will have a box 
labeled for the donations in the narthex.  Please bring your donations and put them in the box. 

 

¶ May 8th the teens will lead the Sunday worship service. 
 

¶ Relay for Life walk in June:   The youth will again be forming a team to participate in the American Cancer 
Society event, Relay for Life. June 4/5. 

 

¢I!bY¸h¦Ω{/KEEP IN TOUCH: 

 
Dear Friends of St. Marks:  We are overwhelmed with your generous Love and kindness.  Your prayers are 
much appreciated, the prayer shawl is very special to us.  The Lord willing, we may come and worship 
with you come spring.  Thank you hardly covers our feeling of Love to you all.   
 
   In Christ - Carlon & Mona Land 
 

***************************************** ********************************* *********  

¶ Mission Council and the stewardship team sends thanks to everyone who has turned in a Time & Talent 

sheet and gave a pledge response. We received 53 pledges totaling $165,070.00.  We also received many 
Time and Talent sheets.  Liz Hart, our office manager, has created a spreadsheet to organize your T&T 
sheet responses, and these have been tallied for use by the congregational leaders.  These lists will help us 
know who to call to fill mission service opportunities during the year.  If you did not complete the form, 
please call the office or put a note in the oŦŦƛŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΗ 
 

MT 6:21 Jesus said in his sermon on the mount: ñFor where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.ò 

 

¶ Kudos and compliments to Anne Lindberg on her work with the Confirmation students for their skit on 
3/20 in the retelling of the Good Samaritan story from Luke 10 with a modern day perspective. The living 
word speaks the truth about God and our confirmands expressed it well under the guidance of Anne and 
ƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ¢ƻƳ IŜŎƳŀƴŎȊǳƪΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ Ωмм ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ȅƻǳ 
preached through drama. 

                  The congregation of St. Mark 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS:               
 

 Congratulations to John and Ginny Anderson on their  

                 60th Wedding Anniversary March 31st.    
 

A long-time member, John G. Miller, Jr., died on March 8th, 2011 - WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎƛŘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ 
17th  in Louisville, Kentucky.   The family has asked, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to St. Mark 
Lutheran Church - Memorial FundΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄ or place 
them in the offering plate.  /ƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƴŜƛŎŜΣ YŀǘƘȅ wƻŘgers at 1221 Meadowood 
Lane, Charlotte NC  28211.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS/CAMPS:    
 

 

¶ Caroline Furnace Spring Work Weekend:  April 8-10, 2011 - Roll up your sleeves and join us as we 
do some spring cleaning, trail clearing, maintenance and other projects around camp.  You provide 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŘΦ 

 

¶ Lutherhostel:  Lutheran Migration: The Revolutionary Era:  April 25-29, 2011 (cost $425/person 
or $650 per couple).  Five days, in our comfortable Signal Retreat Center, of learning about the 
path of our Lutheran Church into this area during a time when the thirteen colonies were 
beginning to join forces to break free from the British empire.  Visit congregations that were 
started during this time, learn about the impact made by handfuls of individuals.  This retreat will 
include worship, trips to Madison, Woodstock, Timberville and New Market.  Retreat leaders 
include, Rev. Bill Hall, Rev. George Handley, Rev. and Mrs. Ginny Berry and Rev. Wayne Shelor.  
 

¶ A Grief Support Group - Join us from 7:00-8:30 pm on Monday evenings through the month of 
April here at St. Mark in the Library.  There is no charge and you can register by calling the church 
office at 434-293-3311.   
 

¶ A wonderful visit Marta, Anneli and Karoline Hasz, will be in church on Sunday, June 19th! They 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ /ΩǾƛƭƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ мт-24th.   
 

¶ SYNOD MEN GATHERING:  Reminder that the 2011 Gathering is set for April 29 - May 1 at the 
Roslyn Episcopal Retreat Center near Richmond, VA.  Registration forms have been mailed to prior 
attenders, to congregations and are available on the Virginia Synod web site "vasynod.org".  
Contact John Schallhorn, Vice-President,  phone 804-862-4949 or <jisbutler@msn.com> for further 
information. 
 

ELECTION:  There will be two vacancies to be filled on the Governing Board at the Gathering.  Any 
one interested in becoming a candidate or wishing to nominate a candidate should contact Orville 
Wolters, President, as soon as possible.  phone: 540-885-6242 or <owolters@prnpharmacalcom>. 
 

mailto:jisbutler@msn.com
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DISASTER PROJECT:  With the $4,254.67 contribution raised by the Craft Show at Peace Lutheran, 
Charlottesville, the fund has surpassed its $10,000 go-ahead goal in the amount of $10,327.91.  
Consequently the Governing Board will recommend, at the 2011 Gathering, to proceed with the 
project and to continue fund-raising to reach the estimated $24,000 needed to complete the 
purchase and fitting of a mobile shower and laundry trailer for use in disaster areas. For further 
information contact Leroy Hamlett, phone 434-973-6557 or <hamletts@firstva.com> 
 

FREE BIBLES:  The Governing Board will provide 6 copies of the Master Builder's Bible free of 
charge to the men in any congregation of the Virginia Synod where a new Men's Bible Study group 
is started.  Contact Herb Peterson, phone 804-748-3905 or <airelect@comcast.net>. 
 

¶ Women:  Χ¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭves!  Martha Jefferson Hospital is offering a Free Breast Health 
Screening at 595 Peter Jefferson Parkway, Charlottesville on Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 9:00 
am-2:00 pm.  You may qualify if you do not have insurance that covers mammograms and cost is a 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΣ ŀǊŜ пл ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŀƳƳƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ 
one.  For more information call Martha Jefferson Health Connection at 434-654-7009 or toll free 1-
888-6952-6663. 

 
 
 

 

CALLING ALL  2011 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
St. Mark would like to receive the following information from all high school graduates or 
their parents: 
NAME_____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________
_____________________________ 
DATE OF GRADUATION________________________________ 
HIGH SCHOOL_______________________________________ 
HONORS___________________________________________ 
FUTURE PLANS (E.g., name of college, university or technical school;  job; etc.) 
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________Please return 
this form to Linda Imhoff in person, by phone at 823-9953 or by e-mail at 
(lsimhoff@comcast.net) or to Liz Hart in the church office (mailbox by coat racks) no later 
than May 10th.  Thank you so much for your help!  

  

mailto:hamletts@firstva.com
mailto:airelect@comcast.net
mailto:lsimhoff@comcast.net
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Family Camp at Caroline Furnace! 
Join us JULY 10-15, 2011 for a week of Family Camp. 

 
Family Camp is a special week of intergenerational summer camp.  Each Family group is 
housed together in a cabin or a sukkah and the cost is $185 per person (4 and under are 
free) with a maximum cost of $740.  That means you can enjoy a week of family camp with 
up to 12 persons* for at most $740.  It's a bargain! 

YOU get to choose who you consider family (friends included). 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions about this summer's Family Camp. 

Thank you for considering spending a week with us this summer.  I look forward to seeing 
you this summer! 

                                      Vikki Shelor 

Where: 
Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp 
2239 Camp Roosevelt Road 
Fort Valley, VA 22652 
Contact vshelor@carolinefurnace.org 
540-933-6266 

 
When: 
Sunday July 10, 2011 at 4:00 PM EDT 
               -to- 
Friday   July 15, 2011 at 4:00 PM EDT 
 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP:       

¶ aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ will meet on Friday, April 1st at 7:30 AM at Hilton Garden Inn in Pantops.  
 

¶ WELCA Circle 1:    WELCA Circle will meet in the library at the church on April 12th at 10:00 AM 
until noon.   Pastor Sandy will give a talk and pictures of her travels in Norway.  Later we will 
assemble Exam Survival Kits for our UVA LSM students.  All women are welcome to join us in our 
vicarious trip to Norway with Pastor Sandy.   
 

WELCA's  Triennial Convention will be in Spokane, WA  July 14-17, 2011 with the theme of "Renew, 
Respond, and Rejoice.  Representatives from churches around the USA and 2 participants from Papua New 
Guinea, our Companion Synod, will attend this gathering.  In-kind gifts are a way for all of us to participate 
in the gathering, even though few of us can be there in person.  We would like to invite the congregation 
to join us in sending In-Kind Gifts to the Eastern WA-Idaho Synod to be used in the Spokane area.  Health 
Kits, school kits, and gift cards and phone cards will be used by Transitions, a Spokane ministry that Fosters 
the personal growth and wholeness of women and children in need.  Women's Heart, one of the 
Transitions' many programs, received Women of the ELCA grants in 2009 and 2010.  The need for help is 
great in this area.  Support kits will be given to Lutheran Community Services Northwest, where they will 
be distributed to local hospitals for domestic violence victims.  Quilt kits will be used to make quilts on site 
that will be given to Lutheran World Relief.  White socks will be given to Spokane ministries serving the 
homeless.   
 

The kits can be assembled in gallon size plastic bags and returned to the box in the Narthex.  A display will 
be in the Narthex with lists of items needed for each kit (bag).  Filling kits to be shipped to the Convention 
for these sisters in need will bring blessings to those we help and also a blessing to us as we feel that we 

mailto:info@carolinefurnace.org
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have reached out to the far side of our country to an area needing assistance.  The filled kits should be 
back to the church by June 1st to be shipped. Gift cards, with a minimum of $10.00 from Target, Wal-Mart, 
and Kmart are suggested.  If there are any questions, please contact Laurene Nelson.   

 

Please provide one of each of the items listed for a complete kit. (Do not, for example, bring  
24 toothbrushes.)  Women attending the gathering will assemble the kits as part of the servant opportunities.  

 

Health kits 
. 

Fill a gallon-size resealable plastic bag with:  
 

ω ŀŘǳƭǘ ƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘ όƛƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
packaging)  
ω ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜ  
ω ǎƘŀƳǇƻƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ  
ω ōŀǘƘ-size bar of soap (in original wrapper)  
ω ƭƻǘƛƻƴ  
ω ǿƛŘŜ-toothed comb  
ω ŘŜƻŘƻǊŀƴǘ όƴƻ ŀŜǊƻǎƻƭ Ŏŀƴǎύ  
ω ŘŜƴǘŀƭ Ŧƭƻǎǎ  
Optional: one hand towel and washcloth 
(dark color) 

 School kits  
 

Fill a gallon-size resealable plastic bag with:  
 
ω ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ін ǇŜƴŎƛƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǊŀǎŜǊǎΣ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ 
together with a rubber band  
ω ōƻȄ ƻŦ мс ƻǊ нп ŎǊŀȅƻƴǎ  
ω ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƎƭǳŜ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ  
ω ǿŀǎƘŀōƭŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ  
Bring separate from the gallon bag:  

¶ notebook of wide or college-ruled paper 
approximately 8έ Ȅ мл ѹέ όǎǇƛǊŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘΤ ƴƻ 
loose-leaf paper) and  

¶ construction paper in assorted colors  

 

Support kits  
 

A pair of sweat pants and a sweatshirt tied together with a ribbon  
(Sς4XL, solids only, no patterns or logos)  
 

 

Quilt kits (Please, No religious symbols, U.S. flags or military insignia.)  
 

Quilt kit option 1 
 

Fill a gallon-size resealable plastic bag with:  
 

ω ǘǿŜƭǾŜ нм-inch squares of cotton fabric  
ω ƻƴŜ ǎǇƻƻƭ /ƻŀǘǎ ϧ /ƭŀǊƪ 5ǳŀƭ 5ǳǘȅ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦŀōǊƛŎ  
one ǇƛŜŎŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ŦƻǊ ōŀŎƪƛƴƎΣ нѹ ȅŀǊŘǎ слέ-wide fabric or 5 
ȅŀǊŘǎ орέ-ǘƻ прέ-wide fabric  

 

Quilt kit option 2 
 

Fill a gallon-size resealable plastic bag with:  
 

ω ǘǿƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŦŀōǊƛŎ όнѹ ȅŀǊŘǎ слέ-ǿƛŘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƻǊ р ȅŀǊŘǎ орέ-ǘƻ прέ-wide fabric)  
ω ƻƴŜ spool of Coats & Clark Dual Duty thread to match fabric  

 

Gift cards 
 

Gift cards are needed in any amount, with a minimum of $10, from Target, Wal-Mart and Kmart.  
Gifts cards, phone cards and socks  
 
 

Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter of Women of the ELCA,  
Copyright © 2011 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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¶ Women's Book Club:   The Women's Book Club will be meeting at 7:30 on Monday, April 25 to 
discuss Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout. Please come out and join us. All women are welcome. 

 

 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY: 

 
 

 
 

 

¶ Social Ministry/Action Committee 
Invites you to a Wine Tasting Fundraiser for PACEM/The Haven 
 
St. Mark member and wine professional Rich Leahy and his new wine store, Wine Made Simple (in the 
Townside Center on Ivy Road next to Shenandoah Joe's), are sponsoring a professionally guided tour of 3 
area wineries on Sunday May 1st.  Bring your own lunch and chilled water.  Enjoy tasting fine Virginia 
wines while Rich tells us about growing grapes and making wine in Virginia, and relax and unwind with 
fellow parishioners while enjoying spring in the countryside. There will be a limousine fee (Wahooptie) of 
around $30, and a suggested minimum donation to PACEM and The Haven of $15/person. Wineries will 
also charge around $5/person for the tasting.  RSVP to Rich at vawineman@gmail.com. Friday 4/29 4PM is 
deadline to reserve or cancel.  
 

¶ Mission Trip to Southwest Virginia with Peace Lutheran:  July 10-16, 2011 - $350.00 total.  
Contact Barbara Price at baceprice@aol.com or 434-964-1596.  Registration deadline is June 1st, 
2011.  Information packets are on the round table in the narthex.  We hope this will make it 
possible to include an opportunity for parents and youth (ages 16+) to participate in this mission 
taking skills in carpentry, visiting and in fellowship with people in very dire living conditions, and 
adding our skills where needed.  If we cannot stay for the full week, we could contribute what 
ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  ! ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  

  
¶ LSM at UVa and VT LSM groups went on an Alternate Spring break together. The following report from 

Pastor Joanna Stallings tells about the experiences they had. They were blessed to be a blessing! 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

A mission team of 9 composed of students and leaders from UVA (3 & 1) and VT (4 & 1) worked for 
three agencies during the week of March 6-12, 2011.  On the first work day the group handled 20 cords 
of wood for the GraceBuilders wood lot that vouchers wood for home heating. The work consisted of 

mailto:vawineman@gmail.com
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collecting, splitting, and stacking the wood.  On the second work day the group helped the Hunger and 
Health Coalition in Boone, NC.  They moved canned food items, received baked goods, shelved items 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŦǊŜǎƘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊǘŜŘκŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǘΦ  The group prepared a meal for the 
Hospitality House which is a homeless shelter in Watagua County for men, women and children.  They 
prepared a delicious meal for 50.  In addition, the students met with the director of Oasis House, a 
shelter for battered women and their children to talk about their needs, the cycle of abuse, and the 
outcomes for this agency. 
 
The house in West Jefferson was truly a gift. It had seven bedrooms and four bathrooms overlooking 
the mountains of North Carolina.  The weather during the week was wretched. If we had not had a 
ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛƻǳǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ  The group 
ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƴƎŜƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭΦ L ŀƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƻ tŀǳƭ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ 
in making their home available to the group. In addition, Paul and Susan Seehaver came on the trip to 
cook for the mission trip.  This was a bonus-it gave the team freedom to work hard each day.  
 
During the closing devotion/reflection the students identified the times where God was ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΧƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
good weather we had for the day at the wood lot, playing with the children at the homeless shelter, 
hearing about the collaboration between agencies that make a difference for battered women and the 
natural beauty of the area. The students spoke about how this trip would influence future choices in 
the giving of their time and other kinds of ministries they might initiate when they ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ 
ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  They made a solid connection between the Gospel, acts of mercy and justice.  
 
I am always grateful for these opportunities to serve and be with the students.  They always manage to 
surprise, invigorate and challenge me.   (reported by Joanna Stallings, Pastor Lutheran Campus 
Ministry @ VT  http://lsmvt.lmlc.org/ and Luther Memorial Lutheran Church in Blacksburg VA.) 

  

http://lsmvt.lmlc.org/
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MISSION COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS:    
 

Ministry Group Chair Council Liaison 

Adult Education Bill Roberts/Mike Viise Karen Schmidt 

Child/Youth Education Gene McClurken Kara McClurken 

Youth Jennifer & Joby Giacolone Joby Giacolone 

Property Paul Seehaver Paul Shepherd 

Finance Arnold Jensen Tom Teisberg 

Congregational Care Laurel McClurken Laurene Nelson 

Congregational Life* 

 
Jeff Carter 

Social Concerns Rich Leahy Laura Lee 

Worship & Music Kristi van Doorn Laurene Nelson 

Preschool Jill Carey Jack Milligan 

Campus Ministry Pastor Sandy Paul Shepherd 

Mutual Ministry Sara Bon Harper Ann Charlton 

Audit 

 
Pat Dwiggins 

Stewardship* 

 
Jack Milligan 

Evangelism* 

  Memorials Karen Schmidt Karen Schmidt 

Long Range Planning* 

     *groups that are not extant at this time, and are either in process of being created or at least being 
thought about 

 

 

Council Highlights From 3-8-2011 Meeting 
 

¶ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŀƭƭΩǎ stewardship campaign were reviewed and will be reported to the congregation in an 
upcoming newsletter. 

¶ A request to use the Nave for a campus wedding on July 2 was approved. 

¶ ! Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀ ŘƛŀǇŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

¶ Suggestions for possible members of a new long range planning committee were made, and ideas for the 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛǾŜ 
years, assuming growth continues as it has in the last couple of years. 

¶ The question of what to do about the Mulberry tree in the playground was considered.  Council asked the 
property committee to further inquire as to whether the tree can be saved or must be taken down to be 
safe. 

¶ A motion was passed to trim the dogwood trees on the property. 

¶ A motion was passed to proceed with landscape renovation in the front of the church (Ivy Road side), as 
proposed by the property committee. 

¶ Suggestions of possible delegates and alternates for the June Synod Assembly were made. 

¶ A biennial review of the church constitution was undertaken, resulting in several suggestions for minor 
changes to be voted on by the congregation at the next annual meeting. 

¶ Suggestions were made of future dates to host the PACEM women. 
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MISSION COUNCIL MEM BERS 
 

  
     

Pat Dwiggins    President  

Paul Shepherd      V. President 

Tom Teisberg  Secretary 

Jim Veale    Treasurer 

Laurene Nelson  Finance Secretary 

  
   

Laura Lee  
 

Karen Schmidt  

 
Ann Charlton  

 
Jeff Carter  

 
Kara McClurken  

 
Joby Giacalone   

 
Jack Milligan  

 
Pr. Sandy Wisco*  

 
  
  

                 
       * Executive Committee Members 

         

St. Mark Lutheran Church, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, is a people called by God to be  
servants of all people; to experience God's saving grace through faith; to come together as  

the body of Christ in worship and celebration of the gifts of God; and to reach out to those outside  
the church with witness to the loving grace of God through Christ Jesus. To answer this call,  

our mission will include reaching out to and beyond the members of St. Mark. 
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JUST FOR KIDS: 

 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴǎ -ChildrensBulletins.com Account # 1050485  

  


