
 

What does JUSTICE  

have to do with JESUS?  
 

 Well, for my first and undisputable point, they both start with ñJò 
and both contain ñE,S,&Uò. 
 

 Jesus showed us his position on justice by arguing with and go-
ing against what the power brokers unfairly demanded. The way to 
control the communities and groups was (is?) to oppress them. 
Some examples of oppressed peoples who Jesus reached out to 
were the: handicapped or differently-abled people such as the lame, 
the lepers, the unclean, the lowly in stature, the weak and the poor 
who essentially had no voice such as widows, women and children, 
the imprisoned, and the poor who had few options in their life 
choices leading to a sense of helplessness. These are the people 
Jesus literally reached out to in a physical way, giving the people 
hope and healing, often leading them to faith. 
 

 Jesus makes it clear to me that oppression should be ended by  
reforming our actions through love and compassion, ideally leading 
to trust and respect. Jesus teaches that justice is for all people, not 
just a select few. A modern example is the civil rights reformation 
that occurred, over time and with a struggle, in the US. Through  
persistent love and significant effort, justice prevails over  
oppression.  Jesus teaches us to show love, kindness, and mercy to 
one another. Love your neighbor as yourself (MT 22:36-40).  
 

 Some familiar biblical stories related to justice through caring:  
Healing of the lepers (MT 8:1-3), Healing those who were left to beg 
(LK 7:21-22), the hemorrhaging woman  (MK 5:24-29,34), man with 
the withered hand (MT 12:8-13), the woman at the well (JN 4:6-42), 
the persistent woman (LK 18:1-8), sincerity of faith (MT 6:17-21).  
Paul, the apostle, survived imprisonment by showing mercy and 
through the mercy of others  (ACTS 16:18-33).  Look these up and 
see how these stories strike you. 
 

 Even in our modern day, there are intended & unintended  
pockets of inhumane, unfair, or oppressive treatment of our brothers 
and sisters which requires reform. Reformation requires action: 
Godôs Work, Our Hands. Jesus continues to invite us to reach out to 
free the oppressed and tend to the needs of others being treated 
badly, both locally and globally. 

(continued on page 9) 
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Worship HIGHLIGHTS  - Jan. 2010 

 January 3rd  is the last Sunday of Christmas before the 

Epiphany, January 6th, when the magi arrived with gifts for  

Jesus.  The time after Epiphany ð a time to consider the  

connection between the proclamation of Christ and the  

embodiment of justice in the world.  The gospel readings come 

from Luke, chapters 3 & 4, and John, chapter 2. Jesus is revealed 

as divine and reveals his mission.  
 

 January 10th through February 14th  is ordinary time that 

is bookended with festival Sundays: The Baptism of our Lord on 

January 10th and Transfiguration on February 14th.  
 

 January 24th = Christian Unity .  We make an intentional 

effort to appreciate the many beliefs and traditions that our 

Christian denominations have in common.  Our St. Mark Annual 

Congregational Meeting and potluck luncheon follow this service.  
 

 January 31st is RIC Sunday .  ôReconciling In Christõ is a 

part of our identity as a congregation.  This is the Sunday dedi-

cated to celebrating our inclusive welcome to all people.  
 

            - Pastor Sandy  

Thanks from 

THE HAVEN  
 The Thomas Jefferson Area  
Coalition for the Homeless wishes to 
express thanks for the generous 
donation of $125 from the congrega-
tion of St. Mark.   
 

 This gift will help our homeless 
neighbors eat a healthy meal, bathe, 
do laundry, receive mail, search for 
employment and get connected to 
desperately needed services in one 
central location.   
 

 The Haven at First & Market 
provides homeless persons and 
families with a safe and supportive 
place to receive comprehensive and 
coordinated services during the day, 
connecting clients with other suppor-
tive agencies for additional services. 
      Thank you! 

Out to Lunch!  
 

 

On Sunday, January 10th, 

 please join a group of us (children welcome!)  

ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ Ψhǳǘ ǘƻ [ǳƴŎƘΨ ǘƻ  

[ƻǊŘ IŀǊŘǿƛŎƪŜΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  

LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 

and get to know each other better.  
 

 

No reservations are necessary; just join us if you can!   

We are hoping there will be enough interest to make  

άhǳǘ ǘƻ [ǳƴŎƘΗέ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ   
 

 

Think about where else we might go! 

           - Laurel McClurken 

            

Welcoming Ministry Openings  
The Welcoming Ministry has two roles to be filled: 
 

 Postcards to visitors 
 Infant/Child faith formation packet distribution 

 

 

Contact Pastor Sandy for more information! 
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Thanks for your service 

 

January 1  

NEW YEARõS DAY 

Office Closed 

(No Menõs Breakfast) 

 

January 6  

Choir Rehearsals Resume 

7:00 pm 

 

January 7  

Preschool Parent Night  

7:00 pm - Fellowship Hall  

 

January 12  

Mission Council  

7:00 pm - Library  

 

January 14  

Congregational Care Team  

7:30 pm - Library  

 

January 18  

Newsletter Submissions Due  

(Preschool Closed) 

 

January 21  

Worship & Music Committee  

12:30 pm - Library  

 

January 24  

Annual Meeting & Potluck  

Following Worship  

 

January 25  

Womenõs Book Club 

7:30 pm - Student Room  

 

January 30 - February 13  

PACEM Hosting  
 

 

January 31  

RIC Sunday  

 

CR OSSMAR KS  

 

 

 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the congregation of  

St. Mark say a big òthank youó to our  

Thrivent Care in Congregations  program coordinators:  

 

Sue Leavesley, Mark Giesecke  

and John Anderson!   
 

We thank you for your service and look forward to  

the new programs coming in early 2010!  

  

  

  There will be no Menõs Breakfast in January. 

                 See you February 5th!  
        

       - Mike Viise  

 MENõS BREAKFAST 

Womenõs BOOK CLUB 
 

 

 

The Womenôs Book Club will be meeting 

January 25, at 7:30 pm in the Student Room to 

discuss The Elegance of the Hedgehog,  

by Muriel Barbery.   
 

Please read and come and join our discussion.   

If you would like a ride, please contact  

Laurene Nelson. 

January 31, 2009  

 Annually, the last Sunday in  

January is designated by the  

ecumenical welcoming community as 

Welcoming Sunday  to celebrate the 

witness to God's love for persons of all 

sexual orientations and gender  

identities.  As a Reconciling in Christ 

(RIC) congregation, we claim and reflect the love of God for all 

people. Being ôwelcomingõ is one of our St. Mark congregational 

features that shines brightly and is a benefit to the GLBT  

community and their families.  

 RIC WELCOMING SUNDAY  



WANTED: COUNTERS   

 

Do you like the feel of money  

running through your fingers?  
 

Do you like to use your  

knowledge of arithmetic?  

 

Then we have a job for you!  
 

Counters are needed to help on Sundays after  

the Church Services to count the offering,  

complete the report for the Financial Secretary and  

see that the offering is deposited in the bank.  
 

If a number of people volunteer, assignments will  

only be for one time per month.  

 

Donõt be afraid, we have a nucleus of experienced counters 

who will guide you, and besides provide  

camaraderie and fellowship!  

 

See Doris or Gerry Schreeck.   

We will be glad to have you join our small band!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Calling all knitters & crocheters! 
  
 The Congregational Care 
Team thought it would be a 
nice idea to have a shawl for 
each of the PACEM women 
when they come at the end of 
January.  We now have 10 
shawls and will need about 4 
more shawls, sized 18 to 20 
inches wide and about 60 
inches long.  

 
 If you can help us knit or 
crochet  some shawls, please 
contact Charlotte Owen or 
Laurene Nelson for a pattern.  
We will also provide yarn if you 
need it. 
 
 Letôs see how many people 
we can get involved helping to 
provide some warmth and com-
fort to our homeless sisters. 
 
  ñFor as much as you did it to 
one of the least of these, you 
did it to me,ò said Jesus. 
     
     -Laurene 
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Calling all 

KNITTERS!  

 Can you help? 
We are still looking for volunteers to drive Linda Schomaker to her 

dialysis appointments at UVA on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and  
Saturdays at 11: 30 AM with pick up between 3:30 and 4:00 PM.   

 

Please call Pastor Sandy or Charlotte Owen if you are willing to 
help,  even if it is only one time that you can do it .   

Your assistance will be greatly appreciated! 

 

Sydney Giacalone is the artist of St. Markõs 
beautiful Congregational Christmas Card.   

 

Thanks,  Sydney, for helping us to  
celebrate this special season! 

Thanks, Sydney! 


