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 ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΩΦ  h /ƻƳŜΣ h /ƻƳŜ 9Ƴπ
ƳŀƴǳŜƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƘȅƳƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘȅƳƴ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ 
coming to be with us.  And God does, as Jesus ς God incarnate.  As a  
ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΤ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎ 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΗέ ŀƴŘ L ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻŘ ŀƴŘ L ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǇƭȅΤ άǘƘƛǎ 
ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜέΦ  
 

 {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ ŀ 
Christmas treat I indulge in when I am able.  I 
intend to be at the Messiah sing-along this year 
in Charlottesville.  The noteworthy story flows 
along on beautiful notes and embellishing 
chords that come alive and reveal new things 
each and every time I experience them.  The joys 
of Christmas come packaged in unique ways, 
sometimes through music and sometimes  
leading to the creation of family traditions.  
Traditions can last, seemingly, forever, bringing comfort and joy to the 
celebrants for generations.  God is with us in so many ways, even in our 
unique family traditions of Christmas, such as hanging the hand knit  
ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ όŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ 
to others) that bring smiles to our faces and laughter in our hearts.  We do 
ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
gift of all ς God with us in a new and significant way as our King of Kings 
and he shall reign forever and ever.   Halleluiah!  
 

 God is with us and now the beckoning is for us all to gather for worship 
together.  O Come, O Come St. Markers, to rejoice and sing praises to God 
together at our usual traditional service on Sunday mornings and our very 
special Christmas eve services:  family at five and candlelight at eleven.   
 

 May you be blessed with the joys and comfort that the Christ child 
brings.   May you be blessed to share the joys and comfort as the Holy 
Spirit moves you.  May we share the blessing of Christmas peace within 
our homes, in our community, and out into the world.      

 
 
In Christmas comfort and joy,   
   Pastor Sandy 
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October 25, 2009  

 Holy Communion  130 

 Offerings  $ 2,657 

 

November 1, 2009  

 Holy Communion   126 

 Offerings  $ 9,536  

 

November 8, 2009  

 Holy Communion  137 

 Offerings  $ 8,299 

 

November 15, 2009  

 Holy Communion      121  

 Offerings  $ 4,636 

ADVENT 
 

 Advent is underway and we are preparing for the Christ child, 

Emmanuel (meaning: God With Us).  Each week has a unique 

theme related to our human ways of anticipation for the best 

event to ever occur in the world.  These human expressions  

include Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The first Sunday in Advent, 11/29, introduces us to a few  

worship enhancements used throughout the four week season: 

blue paraments, Advent wreath, the special song and prayer used 

at the lighting each week, and the building of the manger as the 

story unfolds . 
 

 The second Sunday in Advent will be unique in that the choir 

preaches the sermon through voice and instrumentation in the 

thoughtfully selected music that tells the ôAdvent to Christmasõ 

story.  We are blessed to have an even larger choir this year, as 

well as the wonderful instrumentalists who accompany them, all  

directed by Kristi Van Doorn.  
 

 On the third Sunday in Advent the Youth will lead our  

worship service, sharing some of their thoughts on the Advent 

themes.  This Sundayõs particular theme is JOY, which will be 

clearly on our hearts as we hear the young children sing at the 

start of the service, led by Tony Marbury.  
 

 The fourth Sunday in Advent, 12/20, is our final anticipatory 

step before the great feast of Christmas. Our guest preacher is 

the beloved Rev. William òBilló Stewart, who will be supplying at 

St. Mark this day.  Stay after the service to decorate the tree!  
 

 Christmas Eve includes Holy Communion at both services. 

The children preach the sermon in our 5:00 PM Family Service 

by telling the Christmas story in a pageant.  Special thanks to 

Sara Bon-Harper, Tom Hecmanczuk, and Susan Seehaver who 

selected and adjusted the pageant for our group of children. At 

11:00 PM, we hold our Candlelight Service in traditional style.  
 

 Then, we celebrate the Christmas season with the service of 

Lessons and Carols on 12/27. The paired Bible lessons and 

hymns bring out the celebration of Christmas with many of our 

favorite hymns. Eric Childers will preside.  
 

 A special thanks to all the many people who are involved in 

the transformation of our worship space from the post Pentecost 

season into Advent, with the large wreath and then into  

Christmas with the tree and candles and beautiful images of the 

Christmas story.  

            - Pastor Sandy  
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Dates in December  

to Remember! 

Holiday Volunteers? 

December 1  

Prayer in the Nave - 12:30 pm 
 

Mission Council Meeting  

7:00 pm - Library  
 

December 2  

Advent Reflections  

1:00 pm - Library  
 

December 3  

ACTS - 7:15 pm - Library  
 

December 4  

Menõs Breakfast 

7:15 am - Golden Corral  
 

December 6  

An Advent/Christmas  

Musical Celebration  

10:15 am - Holy Communion  
 

December 8  

WELCA Circle I - Luncheon 

12:00 pm at Savour  
 

Prayer in the Nave - 12:30 pm 
 

December 9  

Advent Reflections  

1:00 pm - Library  
 

December 13  

Youth Sunday  

New Members Received 

10:15 - Holy Communion  
 

December 14  

Womenõs Book Club Dinner 

6:30 pm at Savour  
 

Newsletter Submissions Due  
 

December 15  

Prayer in the Nave - 11:30 am 
 

December 16  

Advent Reflections  

1:00 pm - Library  
 

December 20  

Tree Decorating after Worship  
 

December 22  

Prayer in the Nave - 10:30 am 
 

December 23  

Advent Reflections  

1:00 pm - Library  
 

December 24  

Christmas Eve  

5:00 pm - Family Service  

11:00 pm - Candlelight Service  
 

 

December 27  

Lessons & Carols  

10:15 am - Holy Communion  

CR OSSMAR KS  

 

    Western State Hospital has asked that St. Mark Church 

members contribute 12 pairs of menõs white socks for  

Christmas.  Greeting cards are also accepted.   
 

 These guys always appreciate being remembered at Christ-

mastime and this annual ministry contributes to their sense of 

community.  The Hospital, located in Staunton VA, serves the 

mentally ill and extends to our area of the state.  
 

    You may place your gifts in a box that will be in the narthex 

until 12/13.         - Marianne & Arnold Jensen  

Bring Santa to Western State Hospital  

 

 

 "If you will be in town and  

attending the Christmas Eve services 

at St. Mark --or the Sunday after 

Christmas, please consider serving as 

a Host/Greeter at that time."     

    

      Charlotte Owen  

        

 

  

 The Men's Breakfast Meeting will take place 

on Friday, December 4th, at 7:15AM at the 

Golden Corral Restaurant, Rte 29 North, next 

to the Post Office.  (No breakfast in January,.)  

        

       - Mike Viise  

        

 MENõS BREAKFAST 

Womenõs BOOK CLUB 
 

The Women's Book Club will be going out for dinner on December 14 instead of 

discussing a book.  We will meet at Savour on Rte 29 at 6:30 p.m.  Anyone  

wishing to join us, please contact Carolyn Rader so she can reserve you a place! 

Tree Decorating! - Dec 20 
 

Start a new family tradition!  Join us as we decorate the St. Mark 

Christmas tree after Worship on Sunday, December 20.   

Plan to stay this afternoon and enjoy the festivities! 



A note from Linda Schomaker  

            November 16, 2009 

Dear St. Mark Family,  
  

Words can't express my appreciation for all you have done for me 

during the last few months.  Who would have thought that an 

innocent trip to the hospital for an outpatient test would have 

resulted in a three month nightmare?  But throughout it all I 

have been blessed.  Blessed with a sister without par, with amaz-

ing doctors and caregivers, and with your support and love.  

Pastor Sandy was there through thick and thin bringing me 

God's comfort, and when I was more alert, news of my St. Mark 

family!   
  

I can't tell you how much the Blood Drive means to me.  I used 

copious quantities of blood and blood products - over thirty units 

in one week!  To help replace some of the resources for others to 

use is an amazing gift.  Thank you all.  
 

I don't know when I will be able to join you all on a Sunday 

morning but it will be a special day when I can thank you all in 

person.  Be assured that my prayers of gratitude continue for my 

very special St. Mark family.  
  

           - Linda Schomaker  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Calling all knitters & crocheters! 
  
 The Congregational Care 
Team thought it would be a 
nice idea to have a shawl for 
each of the PACEM women 
when they come at the end of 
January.  We now have 10 
shawls and will need about 4 
more shawls, sized 18 to 20 
inches wide and about 60 
inches long.  

 
 If you can help us knit or 
crochet  some shawls, please 
contact Charlotte Owen or 
Laurene Nelson for a pattern.  
We will also provide yarn if you 
need it. 
 
 Letôs see how many people 
we can get involved helping to 
provide some warmth and com-
fort to our homeless sisters. 
 
  ñFor as much as you did it to 
one of the least of these, you 
did it to me,ò said Jesus. 
     
     -Laurene 
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Calling all 

KNITTERS!  

 THANK YOU from the Wiscos  
 

Al & Janine Wisco express their appreciation  

 for the lovely altar flowers they received in 

their new Charlottesville home, and thank you 

all for the warm welcome to St. Mark!  

Order Poinsettias now through Dec 12th.  
 

We all look forward to those beautiful red blossoms at Christmas 
time!  Please sign up for poinsettias on the office door over the 

next few weeks.  Include a dedication if you like.   
 

Each 6ò pot is $12.50.  Please make your check payable to 
St. Mark Lutheran Church and leave it in the Office Managerôs box.  

Thanks! 

POINSETTIAS for Christmas 
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 In  November,  the  

children participated in  

Operation Christmas Child, 

collecting small toys and 

gifts that are now on their 

way to children around the 

world.  
 

 At the end of November, 

we will make our Advent 

wreaths on the first day 

back after Thanksgiving.  

Each child takes one home.  

That is one of our favorite 

projects.  
 

 We also look forward 

each year to our Christmas 

craft projects.  The combina-

tion of Christmas and  

winter make for sparkly 

white creations, and colorful 

red and green ones.  By the 

way, if you anyone has any 

scraps of ribbon or other 

material which we could 

use, please send it our way.  

Thanks!  
 

 December 17 & 18 are 

our Christmas party days 

and we look forward to  

seeing all of our parents and 

children leave with that 

happy Christmas glow.  
 

 We will be welcoming a 

new class on January 4th.  

This our youngest class and 

we are so pleased to have  

Amo Gunsallus back to 

teach these little ones.  
 

          Jill Carey  
                           293-0792 

PRESCHOOL  

NEWS  

 

Advent Reflections 
Book of Faith 2009 

 
 

 
St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Christian Education 
 
 

Advent Season: 
November 29 - December 23, 2009 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Join Pastor Sandy for four midweek, midday  
gatherings in the Library  

on Wednesdays in December. 
 
 
 

December 2, 9, 16, & 23 
1:00 - 2:00 pm 

 
 
 

�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�L�Q�J���-�H�V�X�V�·���E�L�U�W�K���D�Q�G��
anticipating His return. 

 
 
 
 
 
Begin a daily discipline of being engaged with  
portions of scripture, reading with different lenses: 
historical, literary, Lutheran, devotional.  Then 
gather together to share some reflections on selected 
passages. 

 
Engage all your senses. 

 
 

Please sign up on the list in the narthex, 
and see Pastor Sandy for a copy of the study book! 


