
Being Godôs people, together, doing Godôs work  
with our hands and hearts.  

 

 Our togetherness as Godõs people takes many forms. It begins 

in our immediate family, then in our congregation, in our schools, 

in our communities by city and county, in our synod, in our  

national church and beyond.  
 

 Locally, St. Mark is a member of IMPACT, an interfaith 

group, joined together by our mutual interest in justice. We  

recently gathered at St. Thomas Aquinas to choose a community 

issue to work on in 2010. This and future gatherings of people for 

IMPACT events are designed to bring us together to make a  

positive impact in our community, seeking justice in an area 

where justice needs to be encouraged. The issue we chose to work 

on is related to communication. See the IMPACT article in this 

newsletter.  
 

 Our togetherness as Godõs people within Christõs Church in 

the ELCA seems to be struggling in new ways these days  

following the Churchwide Assembly votes. While some people 

celebrate accepting rostered leaders in new and more complete 

ways, others canõt abide the idea of a Lutheran in a publicly  

accountable, lifelong, monogamous same -gender relationship to 

serve as ELCA associate in ministry, clergy, deaconess or  

diaconal minister.  
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 This different scriptural understanding is drawing some  

people to encourage congregations to separate from their  

relationship with the ELCA. This saddens me. Itõs like a divorce. 

My prayer, however, is for more community and togetherness so 

that we live together peacefully in the midst of our differences 

while we continue to study scripture in context. The ôCallõ process 

that congregations and clergy use to find a suitable match  

between pastor and parish has allowed, and will continue to  

allow for, discretion and discernment for all people involved, 

while respecting bound conscience.   (http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/

Vocation/Rostered-Leadership/Ministry-Policies.aspx) 
 

 The Church, when it was forming, struggled over whether or 

not to bring the Good News to gentiles (non -Jews). Thanks be to 

God that there were scriptural and spiritual discussions, and 

maybe even arguments. It turned out that they welcomed the 

gentiles, just as they were. It was a difficult time for Godõs people 

then too. Of course, there was the 16th century Reformation and 

so it will continue, I suppose; Protestant denominations growing 

by dividing - Itõs a technique, but not one I would encourage.  
                 (continued on page 3)  
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 MARTY PARTY! - November 7  
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September 27, 2009  

 Holy Communion  118 

 Offerings  $ 2,517 

 

October 4, 2009  

 Holy Communion   119 

 Offerings  $ 10,598  

 

October 11, 2009  

 Holy Communion  99 

 Offerings  $ 3,844 

 

October 18, 2009  

 Holy Communion      115  

 Offerings  $ 8,562 

 

     Join  Ace Contracting and Buckaroo Cordon Bleu  

for their second annual  

Chuck Wagon Extravaganza  

to benefit PACEM ,  

Charlottesville's Community Homeless Shelter.  

 

Enjoy authentic chuck wagon cuisine and down home elegance  

on the scenic, historic grounds of Ash Lawn Highland.  

 

Sunday, November 8th, 2 -5 PM 

$75 per person for a great cause! 
 

Contact Marie for information or for tickets: 
 

marie@pacemshelter.org or call 434.465.1327 

 PACEM Benefit  

 

Tonight weõre gonna party  

like itõs 1517! 
 

M arty P arty 
5:30 - 7:30 pm 

Saturday, November 7th 
 

 

 

Beer , brats, and kraut will be served 
 

Please bring a German side dish or salad  

(sign up at church on Sunday) 
 

We will play the òWheel of Faithó and  

celebrate our Lutheran Heritage 
 

Invite your friends! 

  

 The Men's Breakfast Meeting will take place 

on Friday, November 6th, at 7:15AM at the 

Golden Corral Restaurant, Rte 29 North, next 

to the Post Office.   

                   See you there!  

       Mike Viise  

        

 MENõS BREAKFAST 



PASTORõS PONDERINGS contõd 
 

(continued from page 1)  

 My prayer is for the community of congregations within the 

ELCA to remain together, continue the conversations,  

recognize our differences and walk and talk and live and serve 

together faithfully and respectfully, speaking the truth in love. 

We can most certainly trust in Godõs steadfast love and  

faithfulness for us all. I pray that that can be enough to keep us 

together.  
 

 Meanwhile, there are many issues in which we have a  

common interest and belief. We can pursue our common goals 

for justice, kindness, and a life of faith in the name of the risen 

Christ, Jesus.  As we gather to worship God and praise God for 

all the blessings we have, we still gather in Christõs name, all 

around the world, being strengthened by the holy meal we all 

share, no matter what denominational name we have on our 

individual bulletin covers.  
 

           Our God is an awesome God!        

           Love, Pastor Sandy  

A portion of Bishop Jim Mauneyõs document of his thoughts and 

beliefs on this subject has been printed in this newsletter.  

A complete copy of the 10 page document is available from me  

at your request.  There is always information on the 

www.VASynod.org  website. 
 

 

 
 

Please take a free copy of the Sept. 2009 The Lutheran magazine in a box on 

the round table in the narthex. It is rich with insights and stories to help us 

know more about the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 
 

The bishop, Mark Hanson, has an article on the last page, a quick read. 
 

Pg. 46 has an article on the Lutheran Writerôs Project from  

an interview with Paul Shepherd. 

Holiday Volunteers? 

November 5  

ACTS  

7:15 pm - Library  
 

November 6  

Menõs Breakfast 

7:15 am - Golden Corral  
 

November 7  

MARTY PARTY!  

Time - TBA  
 

November 9  

Dialogue on Prison Ministry  

 with Melanie Snyder  

7:00 pm - Sanctuary  
 

Preschool Committee Meeting  

7:00 pm - Jillõs Room 
 

November 10  

WELCA Circle I  

10:00 am - Library  
 

Mission Council Meeting  

7:00 pm - Library  
 

November 14  

Home Football Game  

UVA vs. Boston College  
 

November 16  

Worship & Music Committee  

12:30 pm - Library  
 

November 18  

Newsletter Deadline  

 

November 19  

ACTS 

7:15 pm - Library   
 

November 22  

Blood Drive  

11:00 am to 2:00 pm - FH  
 

November 25  

Thanksgiving Eve Service  

  with Grace & Glory and .  

  Peace Lutheran 

7:00 pm - Sanctuary  
 

November 28  

Home Football Game  

UVA vs. Virginia Tech  
 

November 30  

Womenõs Book Club 

7:30 pm - Student Room  
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 "If you will be in town and  

attending the Christmas Eve services 

at St. Mark --or the Sunday after 

Christmas, please consider serving as 

a Host/Greeter at that time."     

    

      Charlotte Owen  

        

http://www.VASynod.org


 GRATITUDE from Iraq  

 THANK YOU for the comfort  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Calling all knitters & crocheters! 
  
 The Congregation Care 
Team thought it would be a 
nice idea to have a shawl for 
each of the PACEM women 
when they come at the end of 
January.  We will need about 
14 more shawls, sized 18 to 20 
inches wide and about 60 
inches long.  
 
 If you can help us knit or 
crochet  some shawls, please 
contact Charlotte Owen or 
Laurene Nelson for a pattern.  
We will also provide yarn if you 
need it. 
 
 Letôs see how many people 
we can get involved helping to 
provide some warmth and com-
fort to our homeless sisters. 
 
  ñFor as much as you did it to 
one of the least of these, you 
did it to me,ò said Jesus. 
     
     -Laurene 
 

THANKS for supporting PACEM  
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Calling all 

KNITTERS!  

            September 21, 2009 

Dear Friends,  
 

 Thank you so much for the lovely prayer shawl I received 

yesterday.  I shall use it well - long after I am well again.  
 

 To those who signed my card, I am doubly grateful.  Your 

love and prayers are special.  
 

            Peace to you, 

            Laura Williamson  

 

            September 23, 2009 

 

Dear People of God at St. Mark,  

 

 I cannot thank you enough for the beautiful prayer quilt  you 

made for me and for my unit.  It hangs in my office right now so 

that everyone who walks in is reminded of the communion of all 

the saints, of our connection to people across time & space.  

 

 Please know that we keep you in prayer as well.  I am deeply 

grateful for your support and for your partnership in the  

Gospel.    
 

            Christõs peace be with you, 

            Pastor Kirstin Hedlund  

  

           October 4, 2009 

Dear Rev. Wisco, 
 

 I wanted to extend a sincere thank you for your recent  

donation to PACEM.  We rely on the generosity of our congrega-

tions for not only space and volunteers, but a significant portion 

of our budget.  Nearly half, in fact, of our annual operating  

expenses. 
 

 Wishing you a productive fall season, and continued success 

settling into Charlottesville.  
     

            In peace, 

            Colleen Keller  


