Crossnrarks

PASTOROS POND

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly has taken place and the voice of the
people of the ELCA was recorded: a 2/3 majority adopted the Social State-
ment on Human Sexuality: gift and trust. It is a beautiful statement of what
healthy loving family relationships look like. If only all people had such
beautiful relationships. Thankfully, many do. If you want to read the state-
ment, it is found on the www.ELCA.org webpage. Search from the ELCA

home page for 6human sexuality: gif
When you read the statement, y 0 U @
descriptions are about family rel af

edges that among Lutherans there are varied Biblical interpretations which
bring people to different beliefs with regard to sexual expressions.

| think it was expressed well by a response from Goodsoil. [Goodsoil is
a collaboration of organizations working for the full inclusion of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender people and their families in the full ministe-
rial and sacramental life of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Goodsoil is comprised of Lutherans Concerned/North America
(www.lcna.org), The Network for Full Inclusion (www.inclusivenet.com),
and Wingspan Ministry (www.stpaulref.org/wingspan).]

Speaking for Goodsoil, Emily Eastwood, Executive Director, Lutherans
Concerned/North America, said, "This is a day of progress and compro-
mise. By a 2/3 majority the church has supported families of all kinds and
has acknowledged without judgment the wide variety of views within the
ELCA regarding lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) inclusion.
The [social statement] document recognizes the ministries of congrega-
tions which conduct blessings of same gender relationships and same gen-
der marriages where such marriages are legal. The social statement is
tolerant of our differences both in scriptural interpretation and practice. The
soci al statement supports our unit

The Assembly approved to open the ministry of the church to gay and
lesbian pastors and other professional workers living in committed, mo-
nogamous relationships.

I continue to pray for the whol e
tively with all our varied Biblical interpretations; living and listening faithfully.
| am grateful that we are aligning our position statements with our practices
and that we are respectful of differing biblical understandings.

The assembly also voted to:

A raise $10 Million by 2012 for support of the ELCA HIV/AIDS strategy

A approve a Lutheran Malaria Initiative in partnership with Lutheran
World Relief, and Lutheran church-Missouri Synod, and the United
Nations Foundation in an effort to eradicate malaria.

A adopt the Full Communion Agreement with the United Methodist
Church.

Alinclude youth (under 18 at the time of their election or appointment)
and young adults (18-35) to comprise 10% of boards, committees
and assemblies at the congregation, synod, and churchwide level.

Godods wor k. Our hands.
conversation on these issues.
Pastor Sandy
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THANKYOU - ONE+PLUS Kits

A Dbelated thanks to all those who o
contributed supplies for the One + Plus
kits this summer. These kits were
designed around the idea that when relief
efforts pour in, there is plenty of canned
food for distribution, but no can opener to
open the cans.

We were able to collect enough supplies to put together 16
kits and they were delivered to the flood stricken region of
Gilbert, West Virginia. In particular, thanks to the Stephen-
sons, Lee Leahy, Ann Charlton, Kara McClurken, Joyce Garver,
Laurel McClurken, Christine Giesecke, Pat Dwiggins, the
Imhoffs, the Louies, Laura Williamson, Laurene Nelson, and
Pastor Sandy for contributing supplies and to Ginny Nelson for
bringing the kits to Berkeley, West Virginia.

- Laura Lee

MENOS BREAKFAST

The Men's Breakfast Meeting will take place
on Friday, 4th of September, at 7:15AM at the
Golden Corral Restaurant, Rte 29 North, next
to the Post Office.

All men are invited to join us!
Mike Viise

WOMENOS BOOK CLUB

Join us in the Student Room at
7:30 pm on September 28th to discuss
Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson.

This fine novel, translated from the
Norwegian by Anne Born, was the
surprise winner of the 2006 Independent OUT ETEALING
Foreign Fiction Prize and it really is a
book to cherish and remember. Petterson
leads us through the episodic ebb and
flow of the "unending conversation™ in the
mind of the narrator, as he looks back
upon a series of traumatic war -time [’
incidents in the past, and in the face of
approaching old age.

HOrSes
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A CONCERT FOR A CAUSE

Musical Moments:

A Benefit Concert for the
Alliance for Interfaith Ministries
(AIM)

Sunday, October 4, 2009
3-5p.m.

Meadows Presbyterian Church
2200 Angus Road, Charlottesville

A number of local congregations will present vocal and
instrumental solos, ensembles, and choirs for your listening
pleasure. Refreshments will be served.

An offering will be received to help AIM with its outreach to
the community. Suggested donation: $10 per adult. AIM is a
nonprofit organization that relies on donations to provide
emergency assistance to local families facing financial crises.

For more information, call or write Drene DeGood
at the AIM office: 972 -1704, AIM@ntelos.net .

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 9 th

ST. MARK CHOIR

If you like to sing and make music, please consider making
choir part of your church routine this fall. Men and women,
college students, and youth are all invited to sing in the adult
choir. We meet on Wednesday evenings to practice at 7:00 pm,
and our new choir season starts on September 9.

Hope you can join us!
Kristi Van Doorn

Important E

DATES/ " /
September 4
Menods Breakfast

7:15 am - Golden Corral

September 5
Home Football Game
6:00 pm - vs. William & Mary

September 6
LSM@UVA Welcome BBQ
6:00 pm-Fellowship Hall/Patio

September 8
Mission Council Meeting
7:00 pm - Library

September 9
Choir Rehearsal BEGINS
7:00 pm - Sanctuary

September 10
Congregational Care
Team Meeting

7:30 pm - Library

September 12
Home Football Game
3:30 pm -vs. TCU

September 13
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS
9:00 am

September 15
Preschool Committee Meeting
7:00 pm - Library

September 21
Newsletter Deadline

September 28
Womends Book CI
7:30 pm - Student Room

Tuesdays at 11:30 am:
Prayer in the Nave
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FRIENDSHIP
Coffee

SEPTEMBER 13th

Sunday School Begins

-VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -

Our plan is to have coffee
volunteers responsible for
the same Sunday each

month. This will make it
easier to plan and easier to
remember. To accomplish
this we need four volunteers
to set-up and four to clean -
up, plus a fifth person on
each list to handle the fifth
Sundays when they occur.

Our set -up list is filled for
the next three months but
we need additional volun-
teers to clean -up, beginning
in September . Please con-
sider volunteering for this
seemingly simple, but very
necessary job.

Call Neva Viise
or Jessica (293-3311 or
office@stmarklutheran.org)
to sign up!

The Sunday School houris action Tpackedé.
with a variety of education classes for all ages.

A The children begin with Music at 9 AM, followed by their age
group lessons.

« The Confirmation class meets during the Sunday School hour.
Anne Lindburg and Pr. Sandy will lead that group using
Bob Nel sonbs material s.

« The Sr. High Youth meet at 9 AM with their discussion leaders.

« The Adults meet with Mike Viise, retired chaplain, who leads
a lively discussion in the Library.

« The Student Room will have another Adult class discussion
group on Ephesians. (See page 9 for details.)

«A 6Parents of Chil drenbo

by Eric Childers.
Bring your kids to class and attend one for yourself.

Young

Parents, please register your kids on the Sunday School
forms in the Narthex.

gr ou|

SNACK NEWS

Welcome to

St. Mark

The small children (and some big children) have been very
eager to sample the snacks when they come from Sunday School
or arrive early for the 10:15 service.

We will try the method of welcoming folks to the snack table
between Sunday School and church as long as they are through
eating and ready to enter the sanctuary by 10:10. Please
monitor yourselves and your children. The coffee/juice and
remaining snacks will still be available at the end of the service
and we encourage all members of the congregation to stay for a
short time of fellowship.

We welcome new
members to the
congregation of St Mark:

Janis Goodman

Meghan Doletzky

The Maruna/White
Family

A NOTE OF THANKS

A truly heartfelt thank you to the congregation for sending
me for my summer continuing education to Milwaukee, WI, for
the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians Conference.

It was an incredible week of worship in the city's cathedrals;
choral, organ and piano workshops; inspiring words from gifted
speakers; and fellowship and great conversation with church
musicians from all over the United States and Canada.

It was a week filled with blessings and renewal.
- Kristi Van Doorn
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CALLING ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS!

Wedd LI ke to S

Please send your land and email addresses to the

office to update the church directory and to receive

our newsletter while
434-293-3311 or office @stmarklutheran.org

And, when you get to campus, look up your local
chapter of Lutheran Student Ministry.

Have a great semester!

Y

PRESCH%OL
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PIANO LESSONS

Over the years, many of you in the congregation have asked
me if | give piano lessons. The answer is YES!

| teach a limited number of students on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. Right now | have a couple empty lesson slots for
the new school year.

So, if your child might be interested in taking piano
lessons this fall, give me a call.
Kristi Van Doorn

CROP WALK -2009

The 38th Annual Charlottesville Albemarle
CROP WALK will be on Sunday, October 11th,
2009. Last year $35,754 was raised for local and
international hunger relief.

The CROP WALK will follow a 10 kilometer
route which starts and ends at First Presbyterian Church.
Participants will walk through the Downtown Mall and along
Ridge Street, Cherry Ave., Jefferson Park Ave., and Main
Street.

CROP WALKSs are held across the nation throughout the
year, joining volunteers from all corners of our culture
to raise awareness and raise funds for hunger relief.
A desire to ease the suffering of others is the only
requirement for participation.

We can end hunger, one step at a time.

Tair x

We begin our school year
at St. Mark with one place
in each of our 2 -day 3-yr-old
classes. There is a person
who wants to fill one of
those spots but not until
January. The 3 -day 4-yr-
old class has one place also
unfilled. We have openings
also in the 2% -yr-old Janu-
ary class. That is very un-
usual, since the class is nor-
mally filled one year prior
to its opening.

0Get Acd
mornings take place on
September 2nd, 3rd and
4th. It is so nice to get to
see all the familiar people
again and to get acquainted
with the new people.

Our

Our first field trip to
Wayland Orchard is on
September 16th and 17th.
David Wayland always
makes us feel welcome, and
we return with some apples
for school out of which ap-
ple delicacies are made
(with the help of a lot of
small hands)!

Jill Carey
293-0792

u

.
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YARD & BAKE SALE

Proceed$

Congratulations, St Mark!

At the Yard/Bake Sale on
August 22nd, St. Mark raised
a total of $3311 to be donated

to PACEM and the
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank
Network !

This total includes sales of
$1311, a private donation of
$1000, and $1000 in
matching funds from Thrivent.

Many thanks to all who
donated items for the sale,
and especially to Mark &
Christine Giesecke who
worked tirelessly to
coordinate our efforts.

THANK YOU!

WELCOME, UVA Students!

LSM@UVA meets on
Sundays at 6 pm in
Tuttle House Lounge ,
except on September 6th,
when wedl | hol

LSM Welcome BBQ at the
church . (All meetings and
events are open to all interested
students. Bring a friend!)
Transportation to Sunday
morning worship at St. Mark
departs from Tuttle House at
10:08 am. (Look for St Mark
signs in private cars.)

| d

JOIN THE IMPACT TEAM OR NETWORK

Make a Difference

St Mark has completed three years of participation in
IMPACT  (Interfaith Movement Promoting Action by
Congregations Together) and the fourth annual cycle will begin
in August.

IMPACT involves about 30 congregations in the Albemarle -
Charlottesville area. I
identifying specific ways in which the community can improve
the conditions for those most likely to be in need. Previous
goals have included expanded bus transportation, affordable
housing, adult dental care, and early childhood education.

The 0Teamod coordinates t he
| MPACT and the other congrega
commit to attending three annual meetings (Oct., Feb., March)
to help choose, discuss, and advocate for the selected goals.

IMPACT provides an opportunity for direct contact with
people of many different backgrounds and circumstances to
discuss community problems and work together toward their
solution. The research process develops detailed information
about potential solutions.

If you would like to be a Team or Network member, please
contact one of the current team members or Pastor Wisco at
293-3311 or pastorwisco@stmarklutheran.org.

Ann Charlton/ Constance Johnson/ Elaine Oakey/
Carolyn Rader/ Karen Schmidt/ Dick Sundberg/
Greg Wichelns

MPACT 0 s

P
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WELCA resumes October 13th

WELCA begins on October 13th. ALL ladies are invited.
Bring a few favorite snapshots of summer fun to share.
Dorrit Grina has returned from a month in Norway with
relatives. We have "quilt business" to discuss!

We will meet in the Library of St. Mark from 10:00 till noon
Ad'Watcrfablle! DVD from National WELCA (Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America), "Created in the

Image of God--a community of women".
Join us as we renew old friendships and

form new ones over talk and refresh-
ments. Call Ann if you need transporta-
tion.

Thank you, Ann

ctiv
i on:
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SweetMondays

Hi and happy (almost) fall!

| hope you all want to continue to come to Sweet
Monday! Let me know if you would like to come! We
start at my house at 7:30 pm on the FIRST Monday of
each month. Bring a friend too, if you liket Marta

«((

)
Z:
Here are the upcoming themes:
Sept. 7
(please email me if you can help with this one!)

"A Souper Sweet Monday": hosting a sweet sampling of soups. We
only need 3-4 soups to try. | will make one (and have bread and
crackers to dip in all soups, and a dessert!); would anyone be willing
to bring a favorite soup to sample -with the recipe... (on enough note-
cards to pass out to the group)? All recipes will go on a shoestring to
pass out to all!

Come thinking of some questions to ask Sweet Monday ladies
(questions stirred up in a soup pot! examples: Do you have a favorite
soup memory? OR, What gets you really stirred up?)

**[f time, we'll also discuss "Sweet Settings for Fall'-bring your ideas
from your home for touches of the current season

Oct. 5
Share your favorite beauty item and get a "make-over" so to say. Also,
please bring a favorite picture of yourself from high school or college
(you will get it back) ...for a game, if there is time.

Nov. 2
Ye Old Crockpot. Bring you favorite Crock pot recipe to share.
Dessert is made in the crock pot too, tonight!

Dec. 7
White Elephant purse swap.

Jan.4 -TBA

What is Sweet Monday?

(From the founder of sweet Monday):
Sweet Monday is creative evangelism that "reaches out to
women one sweet invitation at a time for Christ." Women laugh a
lot, learn from each other andleave with a simple introduction to
Jesus Christ. Sweet Monday is also a homegrown, tiny tool that
God is using in a BIG way to connect women to each other and
Himself.

Women are busy, but many are isolated and lonely. Realizing
this need in my own life, 13 years ago, | opened my home the
first Monday night of the month to women in my neighborhood,
church family, friends and acquaintances - really to whoever
wanted to attend. | served one simple dessert, coffee and tea, a
dose of inspiration from God's word and candy for the women to
share or eat on the ride home.

One thing I've learned is that God's truth and laughter can mix.
Yes... fun and faithfulness go together! It's a wonderful, practical
way for women to remember Biblical truths. Sweet Monday can
be used in any women's social setting and is easily adapted to fit
the needs of any group. | long for it to encourage you to reach
out to the women around you with the sweet aroma of Christ.

SOCIAL MINISTRY
of the Month

The second Sunday of each
month has been designated
for Social Ministry
Awareness.

On that
information on the Ministry of
the Month in the narthex that

goes beyond our usual
markings or announcements.

Bring your questions and
your helping hands.

The September Social Ministry
Focus is the 38th Annual
Charlottesville-Albemarle CROP
WALK, to be held in October.
(See details on page 5.)

On Sunday, September 6th,

a representative from CROP will
give a brief Temple Talk prior to
the service on how our local
CROP WALK supports
the fight against hunger
locally and globally.

Love INC has
several clients in
need of a car. Lov¢
INC can accept you

FDU DV D 3JLIW’

is then passed
through to the needy client. Singe
they are a 501(c)(3) neprofit or-
ganization, the car is tax deductiljle
at its fair market value. Everybody
wins!

Contact: Ray Klein
Executive Director, Love INC
293-6060- dirloveinc@embarqmail.conl

day, youbdl



